
Newsletter #2 - Te Pānui o te kura o Rāwhiti:  19 February 2021 
E ara ake ana i te ūruhi 

Rising Above The Ordinary 

From The Deputy Principals 
 
Kia ora koutou 
 
Thank you for the way you handled the disruption of Covid Level 
2. Our responsibility is to make sure that we have contact traced 
every person who comes on site during the day. For children this 
is done through the attendance register but for caregivers and 
visitors we are required to make sure that you sign in or scan the 
app. Even when we are at Level 1 you should still use the Covid 
tracer codes at the gate. Children did well getting themselves into 
school in the morning and back to the gate at 3pm. We encourage 
parents to allow this independence and self-management even at 
Level 1. 
 
In spite of the slight Covid hiccup, the year has begun really well. 
Children have settled into classes and are learning the routines 
and enjoying being with their friends again. We have started 
Kelly Sport sessions, Kapa Haka, Pasifika, music lessons, surfing, 
technology… Goodness! There are so many great things happen-
ing at Ra whiti School that we can’t list them all. Keep an eye on 
the newsletters and notices that come home as there are often 
different opportunities that happen throughout the year. We love 
to see the children getting involved in all sorts of activities.  
 
After school there are also different sporting opportunities like 
Cheapskate skate skool, touch rugby, Kelly Sport, Eastern Com-
munity Sport Have A Go activities just to name a few.  
This newsletter contains a lot of important information. Read all 
of it and respond to the things that are relevant for you and your 
child. 
 

continues on next page ... 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
FEBRUARY 2021 
25th Board of Trustees Meeting 
26th Junior School Triathlon 
 
MARCH 2021 
2nd Scholastic Book Club Closes 
3rd Wheel or Walk To School 
3rd Y4-8 Swimming Sports 
12th Whole School Assembly 
17th Eastern Zones Swimming 
22-24 Y5 Camp, Waipara 
24-26 Y6 Camp, Waipara 
 
APRIL 2021 
2-6 SCHOOL CLOSED—Good 
 Friday to Easter Tuesday 
8th Canterbury Zones 
 Swimming 
8th Board of Trustees Meeting 
16th Whole School Assembly 
16th Last Day of Term 1 
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RESILIENCE     Apatahi     “We Bounce Back” 

From The Deputy Principals  continued … 
 
Congratulations to Sue Ashdowne for completing 25 years of service, first at 
North New Brighton School and the last six years at Ra whiti School. Over that 
time Sue has enjoyed working with many staff and seen thousands of children 
come and go. Sue works in our office and library support area. She has seen 
changes in technology, lived through earthquakes and all the work  
required to get North New Brighton running again 10 years ago. Highlights for 
Sue were the refurbishment of the North New Brighton library and the way that 
three schools came together to create Ra whiti School. Sue, we thank you for all 
your service and wish you all the best.  

 
We would like to wish Courtney from Papatu a nuku all the best as she competes at the NZ Track & Field 
Champs in the Hawkes Bay on the 5th of March. 
 
Noho ora mai,  
Helen Parata & Paul Wilkinson 
Acting Principals 

Hero App 

The Hero app is our primary way of 
communicating with families infor-
mation, school events and student 
achievement.  The app is linked to 
the email address provided at en-
rolment.  If you have changed your 
email address please update this at the office.  Also 
if you need assistance with logging in, Kim in the 
office can help you with this.  Instructions to log in 
are later in the newsletter. 

 
Walk or Wheel to school 
day 
 
Wednesday 3rd March is 
Walk or Wheel to school 

day.  This year the focus is on travelling together. 
Have a great start to the day by walking or wheel-
ing to school with friends and wha nau.  
 
Research has shown that walking to school  
encourages development of emotional bonds 
with peers and the natural environment, along-
side improved academic performance.  

 
What Is Your Child Eating For Lunch Today? 
If you would like to view the 2-week menu for 
what your child is getting for lunch you can click 
on the following link: 
 

Week 1 & Week 2 Menu 
 
Or go to https://lunches4me.co.nz/lunches/login 
 
Check out the Main, Snack and Salad for whichever 
meal your child has, eg Standard, Vegan, Gluten-
free etc. 

Principals Awards 
Ngā tāonga a te Tumuaki 
 

Rongo-Ma-Tane 
Blake x4 
Inka x5 
Lakey 
Mahalia 
Taikehu 
Tilda 

https://lunches4me.co.nz/lunches/login
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Healthy School Lunches Programme 

Thank you for your patience as we  
implement the food in schools pro-
gramme. We are now receiving meals for almost 
every child. For the few with specific dietary  
requirements that the supplier has not been able to 
meet, we thank you for your continued patience.  

We are working hard to reduce the food and pack-
aging waste. We encourage you to talk with your 
child about trying the lunch each day and consider 
reducing the amount of food that is sent for morn-
ing tea. We are still getting fruit each week as well 
as a piece of fruit in each lunch so there is no need 
for parents to be supplying fruit.  

If any families have chickens or pigs and would like 
to collect scraps contact your 
child’s teacher.  

 

 

Camp information for Y5&6s 

Year 5 & 6 students have been sent home with 
their camp notices.  If you haven’t received 
these, please check your child's bag. Please 
make sure that you sign and return ALL of the 
health forms and permissions by Friday 26th 
February. The gear list was sent home with 
the coloured consent forms. 

If you have concerns about your child attend-
ing for behaviour or health reasons, please 
email or call their kaiawhina teacher as soon 
as you can. 

 Rāwhiti School Senior Jackets 2021 

Our Y7 & 8 senior students have the option of a 
senior school jacket with the school logo printed 
on it. 
 
The cost of the jacket is $75 each.  If you would like 
your child to have a senior jacket we have sizes 
here for you to try on.  These will be available from 
8.40am – 9.00am and 3.00pm – 3.20pm until Fri-
day 26th February. We will do a bulk order on Mon-
day 1st March. 
 
Order forms and payment need to have been  
received in full by Friday 26th February for your 
order to be processed.  Please note that if you have 
already ordered a jacket for your child full pay-
ment is required by Friday 26th February. 
 
 You may wish to make this payment at the school 
office or via internet banking: 
12-3240-0211804-01.  Please put your child’s 
name as the reference. 

 
I  Brighton day 
 
Well done to our kapahaka group who opened 
the I  Brighton day at Thomson Park on Wai-
tangi day.  It was great to see ex Ra whiti stu-
dents perform in both Riccochet & Broken 
Wire bands as part of the entertainment.  
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School Accounts 
Your child's school account is available to view on Hero - if you haven't already 
downloaded the Hero app please do so. If you are having trouble viewing,  
contact Kim in the office. 

If you have logged in to Hero, click on the 3 lines (menu) top left of the screen, then touch “Finance” and 
your statement will be there. 

The Ra whiti School Board of Trustees has opted in to the Ministry of Education School Donation Scheme 
this year.  The school will now receive additional funds as part of the operating grant in 2021. This 
means that we will not be asking for donations or fees for normal everyday school curriculum activities. 

The following will be automatically covered by the Ministry of Education Donation Scheme: 
 Group trips and excursions relating to curriculum delivery 
 Google account management 
 Family school donation 
 Swimming. 

We can continue to request payment contributions for optional activities such as winter sports teams, 
camps with an overnight component, and the take-home component of the Year 7/8 technology pro-
gramme.  

Items that are required to be paid in full because they are extracurricular activities are: 

School Uniforms, Stationery packs for new entrants, Kiwi Competition, ICAS, Adrenaline Forest, Basket-
ball, Skiing, Touch Rugby, Koru Games, Children's Uni-versity,, Ballet, Dancing with the Stars to name a 
few. 

 If your child has any of these activities on their school account we appreciate your prompt payment. 
Please check your school account on the Hero app! 
 
Internet banking is available - 12 3240 0211804 01 - please put your child's name as the reference. We 
also have eftpos available in the school office - or if you are sending cash with your child to school please 
put in an envelope with your child’s name and the reason for payment. 
 
If you have any questions please contact Cheryl by email on exec@rawhiti.school.nz 

Y4-8 Swimming Sports 

The Year 4-8 Swimming Sports will be held on Wednesday 3rd March starting at 9.45am. There will be 
races for children to swim one length of the pool and  two length competitive events  for children who 
are striving for Eastern Zones swimming sports. We are also aiming to hold some fun races and relay 
races later in the day. 
 
The postponement date is Monday 8th March.   Parents are welcome to attend if we are at Covid alert 
Level 1. 

mailto:exec@rawhiti.school.nz
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EMPATHY     Manaakitanga     “We Care” 

 

Rāwhiti School’s eBook Library  
(Wheelers ePlatform) 

 
Children can access over 1,500 eBooks on our Wheelers ePlatform.  It is free! 
 
These books will display when searching for books on the Web OPAC (library.rawhiti.school.nz) or you 
can go to the direct link:  https://rawhitischool.wheelers.co/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
eBooks can be issued for two weeks and there is a limit of two eBooks per user. You can even reserve an 
eBook! 
 
Students will need to use their library number and password to login to download eBooks. Look out for 
a yellow or orange piece of paper that will be heading home this week!   
 
If you have a device you can download the Wheelers ePlatform app!  Then search for ‘Rawhiti School.’ 
 
Download ePlatform App - https://goo.gl/SlC6ft 
 

https://rawhitischool.wheelers.co/
https://goo.gl/SlC6ft
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EMPATHY     Manaakitanga     “We Care” 

 

PLEASE NOTE:   

If you do not have access to a computer at home, or are having difficulties with 

the instructions, please feel free to come to the office and Kim can assist you. 
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RISING ABOVE THE ORDINARY 

Community Notices – Ngā pānui a te hapori  

(Notices placed here are contingent on space and do not reflect the views or opinions of the school.) 
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RISING ABOVE THE ORDINARY 

Community Notices – Ngā pānui a te hapori  

(Notices placed here are contingent on space and do not reflect the views or opinions of the school.) 

 
Tuning into Kids 
  
For parents of Primary School Children, Youth Alive have a six week course starting 
on Thursday 11th March from 10:30am-12:30pm at Youth Alive Trust, learning how 
to help your child develop emotional intelligence. Learn tools to better understand 
your child, help your child to manage their emotions, prevent behaviour problems 
and teach your child to deal with conflict.   
 

For booking contact our Mana Ake team leader, JoelBrittenden joel.brittenden@yat.org.nz or phone on 
020 4177 0038. 

mailto:joel.brittenden@yat.org.nz
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