
Newsletter #10 - Te Pānui o te kura o Rāwhiti:  25 June 2021 
E ara ake ana i te ūruhi 

Rising Above The Ordinary 

From The Principal -  Te Pū kāea a te Tumuaki 
 
Kia ora koutou, Here we are, exactly halfway through the year, 
with the shortest day behind us. Thank you for your support of 
our teachers on Wednesday afternoon - we very much appreciate 
your willingness to find alternative arrangements for children to 
allow teachers to attend their union meetings.  
 

One of my favourite things from the last two weeks was being in 
Rongo-ma -ta ne on Friday morning when the Choice and 
Challenge programme was getting underway for the week. A 
number of our Year 7 & 8 students act as ‘teachers’ and offer 
learning opportunities for our Year 1-3 children. The activities 
they had organised included dance lessons, puppet making and 
plays, a sandpit session, outdoor games, riding bikes, and - 
always a favourite - Cafe Ra whiti, where they teach the little ones 
to make pikelets and then everyone has 
a lovely morning tea! It is a delight to 
see our oldest children spend time 
nurturing our littlest learners.  

 
Our school value of Empathy was on 
show in bucket loads on Wednesday morning with our non-
uniform fundraiser supporting one of our wha nau who lost their 
home and possessions to a house fire last week. We can only 
imagine the heartache and stress this event has caused to adults 
and children alike. Our wide Ra whiti whanau opened their 
hearts, and their wallets, and donated just on $1000 and several 
boxes of food and treats. We thank you for your kindness. 

continues on next page ... 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
JUNE 
28th Children’s University   
 Campus Visit 
28th Board of Trustee Meeting 
 
JULY 
6th Ta whirima tea Bridle Path 

8th Learning Celebrations 
8th PTA Meeting, 7.30pm 
9th Whole School Assembly 
9th Last Day of Term 2 
 
10-25 SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 
 
26th 1st Day of Term 3 
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RESILIENCE     Apatahi     “We Bounce Back” 

From The Principal  continued … 
 
Rāwhiti On Show 
In the last two weeks our children have had some 
fantastic performance opportunities. Last Thursday 
night was the annual Strum Strike Blow concert at the 
Christchurch Arena and it was a delight to be in the 
audience. Our school uniforms made it easy for me to 
spot our musicians amongst the 1000 children 
performing on the night. Our ukulele groups have been 
tutored by Paul Lee, from the Christchurch School of 
Music (CSM) for the past 6 years and this was his final 
event with us ahead of his move to Wellington. We will 
really miss Paul and the musical opportunities he provides for our keen strummers. CSM have replaced 
Paul with a new tutor, Anne, so that we can continue to foster a love of ukulele music here at Ra whiti.  

 
This week it was our keen dancers taking to the Isaac 
Theatre Royal stage for Dancing Like The Stars. This 
event always brings out the best in our performers - I 
think it is the electric atmosphere in the theatre that 
really makes the evening hum. 
 

Visitors To Our School 
Over the past few weeks we have hosted a number of visitors from around the country. Learning 
Environments NZ hosted a meeting here for architects and educators, showcasing our award-winning 
grounds. The leadership team from Eskdale School in Napier also paid us a visit looking for inspiration 
for their own rebuild and landscaping development. Huapai School (north of Auckland) staff visited to 
hear more about the Strengthsfinder professional development project our staff have been involved in 
for the past four years. On Tuesday we hosted a group from Te Kawa Mataaho (Public Service 
Commission) who wanted to hear from our team about the challenges we face in accessing resourcing 
and support for children experiencing challenges in their lives. 
 
We take great delight in showing guests around our school - and they always comment on the feel of the 
place, and how happy the children seem to be - which makes us feel very proud of the work being done 
by our team. 
 
Change of Board of Trustees Meeting Date 
The BOT meeting that was advertised for next Thursday has been brought forward to Monday, June 
28th, at 6pm in the meeting room here at school. 
 
At its last meeting the Board regretfully accepted the resignation of one of our elected parent reps, 
Vanessa Manning. Vanessa served two terms as a Trustee and was Board Chair for two years during that 
time. We are really grateful to Vanessa for her service to the school and understand her decision to step 
down now that her children are not attending our school. 
 
Liz Weir, Principal 
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Success @ Rawhiti 
 
Congratulations to the following students who 
represented Ra whiti at the Canterbury Schools 
Cross Country on the 23rd of June. You should all 
feel very proud of yourself for making it to 
Canterbury's! 
 
-Millah R 
-Elouise M 
-Lachie P 
-Emily C 
-Dylan D 
-Isla H 
-Lyshia B 

 

Come to DanceFit at Rāwhiti and Win a 
Pass to He Puna Taimoana Hot Pools! 

 
For the next two Mondays come along to DanceFit 
with Fiona and enter the draw to win a Family 
Pass to He Puna Taimoana hot pools! 
 
ABOUT THE CLASS 
DanceFit runs on Mondays at 7pm at Ra whiti 
School Hall during the school terms. 
Classes run for approximately one hour and you 
are welcome to park in the school car park. 
  
Casual rate: $8.00 per class. (Sorry no EFTPOS) 
Prepay: $35 for 5 classes. 
 
However first-timers are 
always welcome to try for 
FREE! 
 
Fiona does 16 tracks within the hour-long class. 
She introduces one new track a week and  
explains some of moves. The class has a mix of 
high and low intensity tracks. However, please 
feel free to take everything at your own pace and 
intensity. You know your own body! The most  
important thing is just to move and have fun.   
 

 
Kidsfest July School Holidays 
 
The Kidsfest activities for the next school holidays 
have been loaded on their website and bookings 
are now open.  There are many great activities 
and some of them are free for children in the July 
school holidays.   
 
Go to www.kidsfest.co.nz for full details. 

 

Principals Awards 
Ngā tāonga a te Tumuaki 
 
Rongo-mā-tāne 
Abby x2, Amelia, Ashlea, Blake, Isabel, Lulu, 
Maddie, Mahalia, Mia H, Olive, Opal, Tahlia, Tilda, 
Travis x2, Violet 

 
PTA Meeting - Thursday 8 July, 7.30pm 
 
We are on the lookout for some new members! We 
really actually need you, please don't be shy. Some 
of our long-standing committee members have 
new commitments this year so now is the time to 
jump aboard!  
 
We are going to help the school run a fun book 
week in August in conjunction with Scholastic 
books. We need some volunteers to sell books or 
maybe do a bit of baking.  
 
Come along to our meeting on the 8th of July after 
the learning celebration and see how you might be 
able to help the school out.  

http://www.kidsfest.co.nz
file:///C:/Users/kim.allen/Documents/Any Video Converter
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RISING ABOVE THE ORDINARY 

Community Notices – Ngā pānui a te hapori  

(Notices placed here are contingent on space and do not reflect the views or opinions of the school.) 

 
 
Want To Be On What Now? 
 
I'm the Associate Producer on the TVNZ2 Children's show 'What Now', based here in Christ-
church and we are on the lookout for fun, confident, 8 -12 year olds to come on the show to play 
our studio games and/or  perform on the show. COULD THIS BE YOUR  CHILD? (Can be older 
than 12 years to perform.) 

If yes, then what are you waiting for - get in touch!   
 
I would love to hear about them and get them booked in to appear on the show. The first step is 
to email me back the following information on Sarah.Mageean@whitebaitmedia.com: 
 
1) Confirm names and ages of children + send through a photo 

2) State if they want to play a studio game, perform (+ details) or both 

3) Any interesting facts about each child - are they involved in any cool clubs, competed in any-
thing recently, have an amazing claim to fame!? 

4) Confirm whether anyone in their family has been on What Now before. If yes, when and why? 

5) How each child would describe themselves in 3 words 

6) What they want to be when they are older 
7) Their favourite thing about What Now 

8) What they would like to see more of on What Now 

9) What Team Name they would give themselves 

10) Rehearsals are every Friday (after school) and the live show is Sundays (8am - 10am) but 
people need to arrive at 7am on Sundays - What 
weeks/weekends are you available? 

11) A direct contact number for Parents/Guardians 

  
Any questions or queries please just ask, 
 
Sarah 
 
 

mailto:Sarah.Mageean@whitebaitmedia.com
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RISING ABOVE THE ORDINARY 

Community Notices – Ngā pānui a te hapori  

(Notices placed here are contingent on space and do not reflect the views or opinions of the school.) 

Kelly Sports July Holiday Programmes 

 
Bookings for our upcoming Kelly Sports Holiday Programmes at Hillview Chris-

tian School and Hillmorton High School are now available online.  
 
The focus of our Programmes is to ensure kids are active throughout with a great mix-

ture of games and activities to suit everyone. WINZ Subsidies are available for families 
that qualify and we have options of Half Day sessions, School Day sessions and Full 
Day sessions available. 

 
To register and for more information please visit www.kellysports.co.nz/christchurch-

east or contact Steve on steve@kellysports.co.nz for more information 
 

http://www.kellysports.co.nz/christchurch-east
http://www.kellysports.co.nz/christchurch-east
mailto:steve@kellysports.co.nz
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Community Notices – Ngā pānui a te hapori  

(Notices placed here are contingent on space and do not reflect the views or opinions of the school.) 

 

Keep collecting 
the breadtags 
and bringing 

them into the 
office! 
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