
Newsletter #15 - Te Pānui o te kura o Rāwhiti:  1 October 2021 
E ara ake ana i te ūruhi 

Rising Above The Ordinary 

From The Principal -  Te Pū kāea a te Tumuaki 
 
Kia ora koutou, We have successfully made it to the end of 
what has been a rather disrupted term. I admire our tamariki, 
wha nau and staff who have been able to "pivot" and adjust to the 
"new normal". We are increasingly amazed at the resilience of 
our tamariki. 
 
Despite the disruption, our awesome PTA managed to achieve 
$919.20 worth of Scholastic Books rewards from the Book Fair. 
Thank you very much to both the volunteers and the shoppers 
over the  2 days that the fair was open - the reward points will 
purchase a significant number of new books for our school  
library. We’ll make sure that we showcase the new books in the 
newsletter once they arrive. 
 
Term 4 swings into action with the Year 7 & 8 camp at Wainui. 
There are just 8 and a half weeks in Term 4, with two public holi-
days in the mix - Labour Day on Monday October 25th and the 
Canterbury Anniversary ‘Show Day’ on Friday November 12th. 
Ra whiti School is also closed on Thursday November 11th for a 
Teacher Only Day. These dates have been in the calendar for the 
last two terms, but please add them to your diary now as we 
know the weeks start to race by the closer we get to the end of 
the year. 
 
Cohort Entry 
At its meeting last week the Board of Trustees adopted a Cohort 
Entry Policy for new entrant children, which will come into effect 
from the beginning of the 2022 school year. Cohort entry means  
 

continues on next page ... 

 
 
 
 
 
 

OCTOBER 

1st Last Day of Term 3 
 

2-17 SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 
 

18th Term 4 starts 
18-20 Year 7/8 Camp 

21st Y6 Tech Orientation 
25th SCHOOL CLOSED—Labour 
 Day 

27th Y4-8 Athletics 
 

NOVEMBER 
4th ChCh School Music Festival 

8th BOT Meeting 
9th Eastern Zone Athletics 

11th SCHOOL CLOSED—Teacher 
 Only Day 
12th SCHOOL CLOSED—Show 

 Day 
19th Whole School Assembly 
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RESILIENCE     Apatahi     “We Bounce Back” 

From The Principal  continued … 
 
that children who have recently turned five begin school together in small groups.  At Ra whiti School 
there will be two cohort entries per term: one at the beginning of term, the other midway through the 
term.  Children can remain at their ECE until the intake after their fifth birthday and they will continue 
to receive funding to attend ECE until they start school.  
 
We appreciate the feedback given via the community survey and the BOT considered all of the points 
raised. 75% of parents who responded to the survey were in support of cohort entry, as were 100% of 
the early childhood centres.  

If you have a 5 year already enrolled to start at Ra whiti in Term 1 of 2022 our admin team will be in 
touch with you directly with information about your child’s start date. If you have a child due to start 
next year and have not yet enrolled them, details of your child’s start date/cohort will be provided when 
you complete the enrolment paperwork. Our school website will also be updated so that the start dates 
and other information about cohort entry is always available to you. 

Property Projects 
We have two projects due to get underway in the next 2 weeks.  The front fence of the school is due to 
be replaced, with gates being added to all of the entrances. The northern side of our building will also be 
fenced off to allow for outdoor learning spaces to be created at the rear of each learning studio. These 
spaces have been designed by Kamo Marsh, who are responsible for the design work on all of our other 
landscaping projects - so we know we are getting something very special. This is a 17 week project so 
we won’t get to use these spaces until the new school year starts. 

In the meantime, the field and bike track will still be in use - but be mindful of vehicles and contractors 
if you are using the school grounds outside of school hours. 

Exciting news to end the term - baby Bonnie Grae O’Neil arrived earlier this week. We 
know all of the children (and teachers)  in Papatu a nuku are looking forward to meeting 
Bonnie sometime next term. In the meantime we send our congratulations to Brogan and 
Chris, and big brother Darcy. 

Once again, thank you for the great support this term. I hope you manage to enjoy some of the lovely 
spring weather with your children these holidays. 

 
 
Liz Weir 
Principal 
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INTEGRITY     Wairuatanga     “We Stand” 

 

 

 
Senior Sports Leaders 
 
Last week a group of senior students walked down to the Eastern Sports Hub to take part in a PAL's 
(Physical Activity Leaders) workshop. They spent the morning learning about how to be a great leader 
and practised running activities outside.  

Well done to the following students who took part. It was great to see you volunteering to help out the 
school community by becoming sports leaders: 

Benji, Noah B, Aaliyah C, Isla C, Taylor, Jessica A, Marlee, Emily, Charli H, Manaia A, Greta, Lucy, Brooke 
W, Sitia, Alequa, Mikaela C, Morgan and Maea C. 

 

Principals Awards 
Ngā tāonga a te Tumuaki 
 
Rongo-mā-tāne 
Abby, Ailla x2, Amelia x3, Blake x2, Aria I, Brooke, 
Brooklyn x4, Edie, Freida, Gabby x4, Inka x4, Jax, 
Jericho, Jesse H, Kristina, Lakey, Leo x2, Lyle, 
Maddie, Mahalia, Mikayla, Nevaeh, Olive, Opal, 
Pearl x2, Ricky, Tara, Tayah, Zoe x2. 
 
Tane Mahuta 
Quinn x3 
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SUCCESS     Angitu     “We Achieve” 

SCHOOL HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES 

(Notices placed here are contingent on space and do not reflect the views or opinions of the school.) 

 

https://www.rubberduckawards.co.nz/kaiako-hui
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EMPATHY     Manaakitanga     “We Care” 

SCHOOL HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES 

(Notices placed here are contingent on space and do not reflect the views or opinions of the school.) 
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RISING ABOVE THE ORDINARY 

Community Notices – Ngā pānui a te hapori  

(Notices placed here are contingent on space and do not reflect the views or opinions of the school.) 
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RISING ABOVE THE ORDINARY 

Community Notices – Ngā pānui a te hapori  

(Notices placed here are contingent on space and do not reflect the views or opinions of the school.) 

https://issue2109si.totstoteens.co.nz/

