
Newsletter #5 - Te Pānui o te kura o Rāwhiti:  1 April 2022 
E ara ake ana i te ūruhi 

Rising Above The Ordinary 

 
From The Principal -  Te Pū kāea a te Tumuaki 
 
Kia ora koutou  
 
It is hard to believe that the end of the first term is just around 
the corner, with just 7 schools days remaining before Ra whiti 
children break for the school holidays on Tuesday April 12th. 
Our staff will be here for two professional development days on 
the Wednesday and Thursday of that week, but there will be no 
on-site supervision of children.  
 
Despite the incredible disruption of the past month, learning 
opportunities have not been on hold here at school. Our new 
student blogs are up and running, following a change of blogging 
platform. The aquatics and swimming programme has been 
completed for the season, the touch tournament wound up this 
week, and students have been having softball coaching. The 
weekly Mindfulness coaching has continued, thanks to the 
dedicated Erica from Mindful Movers, and the whole school 
visited Harold and the Life Education team for lessons linked to 
our Health Curriculum focus. Our Pasifika group has been 
meeting outside each week so that they can continue to learn 
new songs. Senior students have continued with their surfing 
programme, are underway with First Aid training provided by St 
John, and have also had their first attempt at reporting on their 
own learning to their parents via Hero.  
 
If your child tells you they have done nothing at school - don’t 
believe them! 
 

continues on next page ... 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
APRIL 
8th Non-Uniform Day—Gold 
 Coin Donation 
12th  Last Day of Term 1 
13th Teacher Only Day—School 
 Closed 
14th Teacher Only Day—School 
 Closed 
15th Good Friday  
 
MAY 
2nd 1st Day of Term 2 
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RESILIENCE     Apatahi     “We Bounce Back” 

 
From The Principal  continued … 
 
Covid-19 Update 
Last week the Prime Minister made announcements about the Covid-19 mandates. Here are some basics 
that affect schools.  From 11.59pm on Monday 4th April: 

 The vaccine mandate covering all staff in the education sector will be removed. 
 Limits on numbers of people gathering outdoors will be removed and indoor limits increased to 

200.  
 Mask use continues as per the current policy. 
 Isolation for COVID-19 positive people and their household contacts remains at seven days. 
 

Currently, the country remains at the Red Level of the Covid Protection Framework and therefore our 
day-to-day operating at school remains the same. We await the update from the Prime Minister due on 
April 4th, but for the remainder of the term the following restrictions will remain in place here at 
Ra whiti, for the protection of our children and staff. 

 No non-essential visitors. 
 Please drop off and pick up from the gate. 
 If you need to come on site, scan in and wear a mask.   
 Please DO NOT enter the Learning Studios.   
 If students are feeling unwell, they must remain at home.   
 If students are unwell at school, they will be sent home, along with any siblings. 

 
These measures have served us well over the past weeks,  and we once again acknowledge the hard 
work that has gone into  keeping each other well and the school open this term. 
 
It has been interesting monitoring our positive COVID cases and levels of attendance over the past 
month. We had no cases linked to the school prior to March. In the last month: 

 27% (144) of our children have had Covid.  
 24% (12) of our staff have had Covid.  
 45% of Ra whiti households have had to isolate at some stage in March. 
 Our ‘peak week’ was March 14th - 18th, which saw over 220  children (42%) and 11 staff absent 

from school each day. 
 This week, our daily absences sit at around 150 children. 

 
With attendance numbers increasing, our teachers will not be offering Google Meets after this week. 
Children who are sick or isolating will still be able to access learning activities from their studio learning 
site, and children being sent home sick will be able to take a hard pack of learning materials with them.  
 
Nga  mihi nui ki a koutou katoa, 
Liz Weir 
Principal 
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INTEGRITY     Wairuatanga     “We Stand” 

 
Principals Awards 
Ngā tāonga a te Tumuaki 
 
Rongo-mā-tāne 
Asha, Bella x2, Inka x2, Isla-Jade x2, Izzy, Jacques, 
Kaia x2, Lacey x2, Leilani x2, Lewis , Lucas, 
Margaret, Mikayla, Olivia, Pania x2, Rad, Tara x2, 
Tylin, Violet, Wyatt 

Papatūānuku 
Blake x2, Brooke, Eli, Freida, Gabby x3, Geordie x4, 
Isabel x2, Jack x3, Layla x2, Macie, Mackson, 
Maddie, Mahalia x2, Mia P, Nate x2, Nova, Olive, 
Opal, Sam, Tegan, Tilda x3, Travis, Vinnie x2, Zoe 
 
Tāne Mahuta 
Sophia P 

Non-Uniform/Mufti Day 
Fri 8th April 
 
Next Friday the 8th of April some 
of the Tangaroa students are 
running a non-uniform day to 
raise funds and awareness of the 
St John Ambulance service.  
 
St John is a charity that provides ambulances 
throughout NZ. They also run first aid training, 
medical help at events, clubs for youth and 
community care. St John is a charity that does so 
much for our community, and they need support 

to keep their services running. 
Please bring a gold coin to support 
St John on Friday next week. 

First Aid Training 

This week St John has been at school taking some of the Year 7 & 8 students through a basic first aid 
course. This is just one part of what they do to help the community which is why some students have 
chosen to support them with a mufti day next Friday. 
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SUCCESS     Angitu     “We Achieve” 

Stuck For Our Teacher Only Days? 
Youth Alive are putting on a programme for our teacher only days on 13 & 14 April. Contact Youth Alive 
to enrol. 
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EMPATHY     Manaakitanga     “We Care” 
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RISING ABOVE THE ORDINARY 

Community Notices – Ngā pānui a te hapori  

(Notices placed here are contingent on space and do not reflect the views or opinions of the school.) 
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