
NewsleƩer #16 - Te Pānui o te kura o RāwhiƟ:  20th November 2025 
E ara ake ana i te ūruhi 

Rising Above The Ordinary 

From The Principals -  Te Pū kāea a te Tumuaki 
 
KiaÊoraÊkoutouÊeÊteÊwhānau, 
 
OnÊTuesdayÊthisÊweek,ÊweÊcelebratedÊtheÊculminationÊofÊtheÊTeÊMātāpunaÊ
MātātahiÊChildren’sÊUniversityÊProgrammeÊforÊtheÊyear,ÊwithÊ42ÊofÊourÊ
studentsÊgraduatingÊatÊtheÊChristchurchÊTownÊHall.ÊTheÊawardsÊrangedÊfromÊ
theÊBronzeÊAwardÊforÊ30ÊhoursÊrightÊthroughÊtoÊtheÊtopÊaward,ÊtheÊGoldÊ
Fellowship,ÊpresentedÊforÊ1,000Êhours.ÊStudentsÊgainÊhoursÊforÊparticipatingÊ
inÊexciting,ÊengagingÊlearningÊexperiencesÊoutsideÊtheÊclassroom.ÊAÊhugeÊ
effortÊwasÊputÊinÊbyÊallÊourÊstudentsÊandÊwhānau,ÊandÊourÊcongratulationsÊgoÊ
toÊallÊofÊourÊgraduates. 
 
AÊspecialÊmentionÊgoesÊtoÊJenniferÊwhoÊhasÊworkedÊtirelessly,Êsewing,Ê
knitting,ÊcraftingÊallÊmannerÊofÊthings,ÊattendingÊafterÊschoolÊactivitiesÊandÊ
clubs,ÊvisitingÊmanyÊChildren’sÊUniversityÊlocationsÊtoÊcompleteÊscavengerÊ
hunts.ÊbushÊwalks,ÊbirdÊspottingÊandÊmoreÊtoÊgainÊoverÊ1,000Êhours!ÊWellÊ
doneÊJenniferÊforÊanÊamazingÊeffortÊandÊresult.ÊCongratulations!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AsÊweÊ‘windÊup’ÊtowardsÊtheÊendÊofÊtheÊyearÊweÊsawÊmanyÊeventsÊtakeÊplaceÊ
overÊtheÊlastÊcoupleÊofÊweeksÊwithÊourÊnewÊcohortÊofÊNewÊEntrantsÊstartingÊ
inÊAotahi,ÊtheÊJuniorÊRun,ÊJump,ÊThrowÊdemonstrationÊonÊTuesdayÊ
afternoonÊandÊtheÊChildren’sÊUniversityÊGraduationÊceremonyÊonÊTuesdayÊ
evening.ÊToÊaddÊtoÊthatÊweÊhadÊaÊGateÊActivationÊeventÊonÊWednesdayÊlastÊ
week,ÊwhichÊyouÊcanÊreadÊaboutÊfurtherÊonÊinÊtheÊnewsletter,ÊandÊaÊgroupÊofÊ
seniorÊstudentsÊattendedÊtheÊRoyalÊNewÊZealandÊBalletsÊperformanceÊofÊ
TheÊNutcrackerÊatÊtheÊIsaacÊTheatreÊRoyal!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOVEMBER 
 
21		Non-uniform	day 
26		Canterbury	Athletics 
26 	PTA	Meeting	7-8pm 
27 	Te	Ara	Tūhura	Cultural	Festival									 
								5-7pm—St	Francis	of	Assisi					 
								School 
 
DECEMBER 
 
1						Board	Meeting	@	6pm 
1-5		Y8	Dunedin	Camp 
11 		Y8	Formal 
12 		Rumbustiϐication	Day 
									(Festival	of	Celebration) 
15 		Showcase	Assembly	@	1:30pm 
16 		Leaver’s	Assembly		6-7:30pm 
17 		Last	Day	of	Term 
									School	ϐinishes	at	12pm 
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From The Principals -  Te Pū kāea a te Tumuaki cont... 
 
ItÊisÊwellÊandÊtrulyÊperformanceÊseasonÊandÊweÊareÊlookingÊforwardÊtoÊseeingÊourÊKapahakaÊandÊPasifikaÊgroupsÊperformÊ
atÊourÊTeÊAraÊTūhuraÊClusterÊCulturalÊFestivalÊnextÊThursday.ÊThisÊwillÊbeÊtheÊthirdÊtimeÊweÊhaveÊhadÊthisÊfestivalÊandÊ
eachÊtimeÊisÊhasÊjustÊgotÊbetter.ÊSeeÊtheÊposterÊinÊthisÊnewsletterÊforÊmoreÊdetails. 
 
OurÊKapaÊhakaÊgroupÊhasÊanotherÊchanceÊtoÊshineÊinÊtheÊannualÊTuhonoÊPerformanceÊnextÊSunday.ÊThisÊgroupÊhasÊ
beenÊpractisingÊnearlyÊeveryÊWednesdayÊsinceÊMay!ÊTheyÊhaveÊworkedÊveryÊhardÊandÊweÊthankÊMatuaÊTravis,ÊWhaeaÊ
EmmaÊandÊallÊtheÊteamÊinÊAtaÊHaparaÊforÊallÊtheirÊhardÊworkÊandÊcommitmentÊtoÊprepareÊforÊthisÊprestigiousÊevent.ÊAÊ
specialÊwordÊofÊthanksÊtoÊWhaeaÊJodyÊwhoÊcameÊandÊhelpedÊwithÊteÊrōpūÊKōtiro. 
 
NextÊWednesdayÊweÊwillÊsendÊ20ÊofÊourÊeliteÊathletesÊfromÊYearÊ4-8ÊtoÊtheÊCanterburyÊAthleticsÊDay.ÊWeÊwishÊthemÊallÊ
theÊbestÊforÊsuccessÊinÊtheirÊeventsÊandÊlookÊforwardÊtoÊhearingÊhowÊtheyÊgetÊonÊandÊwillÊpublishÊtheÊresultsÊinÊourÊnextÊ
newsletter. 
 
PleaseÊbeÊsureÊtoÊsupportÊourÊannualÊPTAÊNon-UniformÊDayÊeventÊthisÊFridayÊ(tomorrow)ÊbyÊsendingÊalongÊsuitableÊ
hamperÊitemsÊforÊtheirÊannualÊChristmasÊraffleÊi.e.Ênon-perishableÊfoodÊitems,ÊorÊaÊgoldÊcoinÊdonation. 
 
OnÊaÊmoreÊseriousÊnoteÊ…ÊourÊsharedÊpathways.  
YesterdayÊafterÊschoolÊoneÊofÊourÊlittlestÊlearnersÊgotÊknockedÊdownÊandÊthenÊrunÊoverÊbyÊaÊcyclistÊbikingÊoutÊofÊtheÊ
schoolÊgrounds.ÊItÊwasÊanÊaccidentÊandÊtheÊriderÊdidÊcheckÊonÊtheÊinjuredÊpersonÊbutÊthisÊcouldÊhaveÊbeenÊavoided. 
 
PleaseÊnoteÊtheÊrulesÊaroundÊcyclistsÊatÊschool.ÊAllÊcyclistsÊneedÊtoÊuseÊtheÊbikeÊentranceÊcomingÊtoÊandÊleavingÊfromÊ
school.ÊRidersÊneedÊtoÊdismountÊfromÊtheirÊbikeÊatÊtheÊsmallÊgateÊthenÊwalkÊtheirÊbikeÊtoÊtheÊbikeÊracks.ÊAtÊtheÊendÊofÊtheÊ
dayÊallÊcyclistsÊneedÊtoÊwalkÊtheirÊbikesÊfromÊtheÊbikeÊrackÊtoÊtheÊsmallÊgate.ÊIfÊtheyÊneedÊtoÊgoÊsomewhereÊaroundÊtheÊ
schoolÊwithÊtheirÊbike,ÊtheyÊmustÊwalkÊtheirÊbikeÊtoÊwhereÊtheyÊareÊgoing.ÊThereÊshouldÊbeÊnoÊwheelsÊriddenÊpastÊtheÊ
swaleÊinÊfrontÊofÊtheÊstudiosÊduringÊschoolÊhoursÊ8:30ÊamÊ-Ê3:30ÊpmÊ-ÊallÊwheelsÊshouldÊeitherÊbeÊwalkedÊ(bikes,Êscooters)Ê
orÊcarriedÊ(skateboards,Êskates).Ê 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WeÊstillÊhaveÊallÊtheÊregularÊendÊofÊyearÊeventsÊtoÊlookÊforwardÊtoÊandÊyouÊcanÊseeÊtheÊdetailsÊlistedÊlaterÊinÊtheÊnewslet-
terÊalongÊwithÊtheÊapprovedÊtermÊdatesÊforÊ2026. 
 
NgāÊmihi  
HelenÊandÊPaul 
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OnÊtheÊ12thÊofÊNovember,ÊweÊheldÊanotherÊGateÊActivationÊforÊtheÊWednesdayÊchallenge.ÊItÊwasÊwonderfulÊtoÊseeÊsoÊ
manyÊwheelsÊ“dressedÊup”!ÊCongratulationsÊtoÊtheÊfollowingÊprizeÊwinnersÊ-  

ForestÊandÊRosaÊinÊAtaÊHāpara 
ShaylaÊinÊRongoÊmāÊtāne 
Elmore,ÊJettÊandÊImogenÊinÊPaptūānuku 
Inka,ÊIzzyÊandÊNoahÊinÊTāneÊMahuta 
Jaxon,ÊMargaretÊandÊCaitlynÊinÊTawhirimātea 
 
Keep up the good work of walking or wheeling to school on Wednesdays!  

EndÊofÊYearÊEvents:ÊHereÊareÊsomeÊkeyÊdatesÊforÊyouÊtoÊnoteÊinÊyourÊdiary:   
NovÊ21stÊ-ÊNon-UniformÊDayÊforÊPTAÊRaffleÊDonations   
NovÊ27th Ê-ÊKapaÊHakaÊPerformanceÊ@ÊTeÊAraÊTūhuraÊClusterÊCulturalÊFestival 
NovÊ30thÊ- ÊTuÊhonoÊKapahakaÊFestival 
DecÊ1stÊBoardÊofÊTrusteesÊMeetingÊ5.30pm  
DecÊ1stÊ-Ê5thÊYearÊ8ÊDunedinÊTrip   
DecÊ12thÊ-ÊRāwhitiÊRumbustificationÊDay   
DecÊ16thÊShowcaseÊAssemblyÊ1pm   
DecÊ11thÊYearÊ8ÊDinner   
DecÊ16thÊLeaversÊAssemblyÊ6pm   
DecÊ17thÊPoroporoakiÊinÊeachÊStudioÊ11am   
DecÊ17thÊSchoolÊFinishesÊforÊtheÊYearÊ12pm 
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TermÊDatesÊforÊ2026  
TermÊ1:ÊMondayÊ2ÊFebruaryÊ-ÊFridayÊ2ÊAprilÊ*ÊPleaseÊnoteÊthatÊschoolÊwillÊbeÊclosedÊonÊFridayÊFebruaryÊ6,ÊWaitangiÊDay. 
TermÊ2:ÊMondayÊ20ÊAprilÊ-ÊFridayÊ3ÊJulyÊ*ÊPleaseÊnoteÊthatÊschoolÊwillÊbeÊclosedÊonÊMondayÊAprilÊ27,ÊAnzacÊDayÊob-
served. 
TermÊ3:ÊMondayÊ20ÊJulyÊ-ÊFridayÊ25ÊSeptember  
TermÊ4:ÊMondayÊ12ÊOctoberÊ-ÊWedÊ16ÊDecember 
 
JuniorÊAthletics 

AfterÊpractisingÊourÊathleticÊskillsÊsinceÊtheÊbeginningÊofÊtheÊterm,ÊweÊheldÊourÊRun,ÊJumpÊandÊThrowÊDemonstrationÊonÊ
TuesdayÊafternoon.ÊItÊwasÊgreatÊtoÊseeÊsoÊmanyÊparentsÊturnÊupÊandÊcheerÊonÊtheÊstudentsÊandÊevenÊjoinÊinÊtheÊstudentsÊ
vsÊteachersÊvsÊparentsÊrelay!ÊWeÊhaveÊhadÊsomeÊwonderfulÊfeedbackÊfromÊmany.ÊAÊhugeÊTHANKÊYOUÊtoÊAmyÊforÊallÊherÊ
hardÊworkÊorganisingÊtheÊeventÊforÊusÊandÊweÊlookÊforwardÊtoÊdoingÊitÊagainÊnextÊyear. 
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LastÊThursdayÊChristiÊcameÊtoÊourÊclassroomÊtoÊteachÊyrÊ5/6ÊhowÊtoÊweaveÊplaitsÊwithÊHarakeke. ÊShe gaveÊ
usÊaÊdemonstrationÊofÊhowÊtoÊweaveÊandÊsheÊpassedÊaroundÊsomeÊexamplesÊofÊwhatÊweÊcanÊmakeÊwithÊhara-
kekeÊlikeÊbaskets,ÊdifferentÊtypesÊofÊplaitsÊandÊourÊteacherÊLouÊshowedÊusÊaÊketeÊsheÊmadeÊoutÊofÊchipÊpack-
ets.ÊThenÊChristiÊshowedÊusÊherÊspecialÊshellÊwhichÊheÊusesÊtoÊgetÊtheÊmukaÊoutÊofÊtheÊharakekeÊwhichÊisÊtheÊ
fineÊwhiteÊstuffÊinÊtheÊmiddle.ÊThatÊtheÊexperiencedÊstudentsÊwouldÊuseÊtoÊplaitÊlaterÊon.ÊChristiÊaskedÊusÊsomeÊ
questionsÊandÊweÊhadÊaÊdiscussionÊaboutÊharakekeÊandÊsafetyÊaboutÊwashingÊourÊhandsÊafterwards.ÊAfterÊ
thatÊtheÊexperiencedÊweaversÊwereÊgivenÊfineÊharakekeÊandÊtheÊbeginnersÊwereÊgivenÊnormalÊharakekeÊthenÊ
weÊstartedÊweaving. 
TheÊreasonÊChristieÊvisitedÊisÊbecauseÊweÊwereÊreadingÊaÊstoryÊforÊourÊliteracy ÊcalledÊMatakiteÊandÊtheÊ
Mokai.ÊTheÊstoryÊwasÊaboutÊaÊblindÊgirlÊtellingÊaÊslavedÊhardÊworkingÊboyÊaboutÊhowÊheÊcouldÊbeÊaÊMokai.ÊTheÊ
girlÊseesÊvisionsÊwhileÊsheÊweavesÊandÊgivesÊhimÊtheÊropeÊsheÊweavedÊandÊlaterÊonÊheÊusesÊitÊtoÊsaveÊhisÊ
chief'sÊson.ÊThisÊactionÊearnsÊrespectÊfromÊhim.  
WeavingÊwasÊaÊchallengeÊbutÊitÊturnedÊoutÊtoÊbeÊneat.ÊThisÊwasÊaÊgreatÊexperienceÊandÊI'mÊveryÊgratefulÊthatÊ
weÊcouldÊhaveÊsomeoneÊinÊourÊcommunityÊwhoÊcouldÊdoÊthisÊwithÊusÊthankÊyouÊChristi!  
ByÊMillicentÊandÊPaloma. 
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Welcome to the PTA corner, here we’ll post any pānui (noƟces) and let you know how you can join, get in touch or help out.  

 
Nau mai haere mai, welcome to any new members. Our next PTA hui is this Wednesday 26th November, 7pm 

in the staff room, please come join us for some kai and kōrero, all welcome. 
 

                      - What has a neck but no head and wears a cap…? 
 

The great RāwhiƟ PTA Christmas raffle is upon us! A named Ɵcket sheet will be sent home with each child on Friday.  
 

 There is a non-uniform day this Friday 21st November in support to this fundraiser, so please send your child in with either a 
non-perishable food item or a gold coin donaƟon. Your support is greatly appreciated. 

 
Each raffle sheet contains 10 Ɵckets at $1 per Ɵcket and we usually have 20+ hampers up for grabs, with first prize being the mega 
hamper of a ham and Christmas cake! Completed Ɵcket sheets can be returned to the office or otherwise a PTA representaƟve will 
be at the gate each morning from Thursday 27th November to Friday 5th December. EXTRA Ɵcket sheets can be collected from ei-
ther the team at the gate or the office. There will be a reward for the top selling studio and possibly other prizes too. The raffle will 
be drawn Wednesday 10th December. Winners will be contacted by phone and results will also be announced here – good luck!  

 
Any quesƟons, suggesƟons or feedback for the PTA, we’d love to hear your whakaaro (thoughts)! So 
please email us at pta@rawhiƟ.school.nz. Our ExecuƟve Team members are Co-Chairs Brooke Frew 
and Bonne Becconsall, Treasurer Geoff Walker and Secretary Jess Brown. A copy of the PTA consƟtu-
Ɵon and previous meeƟng minutes can be found at hƩps://www.rawhiƟ.school.nz/pta 
 
(riddle answer – a boƩle) 
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RāwhitiÊSchool’sÊeBookÊ&ÊAudiobooksÊ(WheelersÊePlatform): 
  

WeÊhaveÊrenewedÊourÊAudiobookÊsubscription! ÊWantÊtoÊkeepÊchildrenÊreadingÊoverÊtheÊholidaysÊorÊlisteningÊtoÊ 

stories? ÊWhyÊnotÊaccessÊourÊePlatform…it’sÊfree! 

  

AllÊeBooksÊandÊAudiobooksÊwillÊbeÊdisplayÊwhenÊsearchingÊforÊbooksÊonÊtheÊWebÊOPACÊat:ÊÊ 
 

 

  

 

  

LookÊforÊtheÊWheelersÊ 

iconÊandÊtheÊ‘e’ÊandÊ 

sound icon orÊyouÊcanÊgoÊtoÊtheÊdirectÊlink: Êhttps://rawhitischool.wheelers.co/ 
  

eBooksÊandÊAudiobooksÊcanÊbeÊissuedÊforÊtwoÊweeksÊandÊthereÊisÊaÊlimitÊofÊtwoÊissuesÊperÊuser. 

  

StudentsÊwillÊneedÊtoÊuseÊtheirÊlibraryÊnumberÊandÊpasswordÊtoÊloginÊandÊdownloadÊeBooksÊorÊAudiobooks. ÊThisÊisÊtheÊ
sameÊpasswordÊusedÊforÊourÊWebÊOPAC.Ê  

  

IfÊyouÊhaveÊaÊdevice,ÊyouÊcanÊdownloadÊtheÊWheelersÊePlatformÊapp!Ê 

  

DownloadÊePlatformÊAppÊ-Êhttps://goo.gl/SlC6ft 

  

AnyÊquestionsÊorÊyouÊneedÊyourÊchild’sÊloginÊdetailsÊpleaseÊcontactÊElizabethÊorÊSueÊatÊ  library@rawhiti.school.nz 
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WeÊhaveÊcollatedÊaÊcollectionÊofÊblogÊpostsÊforÊourÊ‘Spring Blog Fest.’ ÊCheckÊoutÊwhatÊsomeÊstudentsÊhaveÊbeenÊblog-
gingÊaboutÊfromÊAtaÊHāpara,ÊTangaroa,ÊTāneÊMahutaÊandÊTāwhirimātea. 

IfÊyouÊhaveÊaccessÊtoÊGoogleÊSlidesÊyouÊcanÊviewÊtheÊslideÊdeckÊhereÊ-Êhttps://bit.ly/SpringBlogFest 

 

AKO/Learn: 

Jude - explanationÊblogÊpost 

Mahalia - ExplanationÊreflection 

Luca C - FootballÊquiz 

Micah - environment. 

Papatūānuku Studio Blog - MoneyÊandÊPatterns 

 
HANGA/Create: 

Isla-JadeÊ-ÊCRT 

JesseÊKÊ-ÊTheÊmissingÊsocks 

KaumudiÊ-ÊMyÊKensuke’sÊKingdomÊDiorama 

RosalieÊ-Ê DiggingÊforÊKauriÊgum 

TildaÊ-ÊTheÊbestÊPoemÊOHÊNO 

PapatūānukuÊ-ÊWhoÊAmÊI? 

RongoÊmāÊtāneÊ-ÊMeasuringÊExpedition 

 
TOHATOHA/Share: 

Brenyn - Holes 

Lacey - Rapaki Marae TripÿLulu - My novel study review 

Abigail - This Weeks Learning 

 
Celebration: 

Jake - 2025 School Production 

Amrin - Production Reflection 

Papatūānuku Studio Blog - Lights, Camera, Action!!! 

 


