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E ara ake ana i te ūruhi 

Rising Above The Ordinary 

From The Principals -  Te Pū kāea a te Tumuaki 
 
KiaÊoraÊkoutouÊeÊteÊwhānau 

Unbelievably,ÊWednesdayÊbringsÊusÊtoÊtheÊendÊofÊtheÊschoolÊyear!ÊSoÊ
muchÊhasÊhappenedÊthroughoutÊtheÊyear;ÊfromÊourÊ10thÊbirthdayÊ
celebrationsÊandÊourÊfantasticÊschoolÊculturalÊevening,ÊthroughÊtoÊourÊ
whole-schoolÊproductionÊTe Haerenga Whakanui - The Celebration 
Voyage. AlongsideÊtheseÊmajorÊevents,ÊweÊhaveÊenjoyedÊkapaÊhaka,Ê
Pasifika,ÊmusicÊlessons,ÊathleticsÊandÊsoÊmuchÊmore,ÊallÊofÊwhichÊweÊ
celebratedÊatÊourÊShowcaseÊAssemblyÊyesterday.ÊWeÊevenÊappointedÊaÊ
newÊprincipal—WelcomeÊtoÊJody! 

WeÊstillÊhaveÊaÊfewÊimportantÊeventsÊtoÊcome,ÊwhichÊareÊlistedÊbelow: 

Tuesday 16th December 

•ÊSchoolÊLeaversÊAssemblyÊstartingÊatÊ6.00Êpm 

Wednesday 17th December 

•ÊPoroporoakiÊbeginningÊatÊ11.00Êam 

•ÊSchoolÊfinishesÊatÊ12.00Êpm 

ItÊwouldÊbeÊwonderfulÊtoÊseeÊyouÊatÊourÊLeaversÊAssemblyÊtonightÊatÊ
6.00pm.ÊThisÊspecialÊassemblyÊusuallyÊrunsÊforÊapproximatelyÊoneÊhourÊ
andÊisÊanÊopportunityÊtoÊrecogniseÊaÊwideÊrangeÊofÊachievements,Ê
celebrateÊourÊyear,ÊandÊfarewellÊourÊYearÊ8Êstudents.ÊItÊhasÊbeenÊaÊ
privilegeÊtoÊwatchÊthemÊgrowÊintoÊfineÊyoungÊpeople,ÊwellÊpreparedÊforÊ
theirÊnextÊstepÊintoÊhighÊschool. 

OurÊstaffingÊarrangementsÊforÊ2026ÊhaveÊbeenÊannounced,ÊandÊend-of-
yearÊenvelopesÊwereÊsentÊhomeÊyesterdayÊafternoon.ÊTheseÊcontainÊallÊ
theÊinformationÊyouÊwillÊneedÊforÊtheÊstartÊofÊ2026.ÊPleaseÊensureÊyouÊ
haveÊseenÊthisÊinformation,ÊasÊtheÊbeginningÊofÊtheÊyearÊwillÊbeÊslightlyÊ
differentÊthanÊusual. TheÊfirstÊdayÊforÊallÊstudentsÊonÊsiteÊisÊtheÊ2ndÊofÊ
FebruaryÊwithÊanÊoptionÊtoÊbookÊinÊaÊ‘Connect’ÊmeetingÊonÊtheÊ30thÊofÊ
JanuaryÊifÊyouÊfeelÊyouÊneedÊto. 

WeÊhaveÊsomeÊfarewellsÊatÊtheÊendÊofÊthisÊyear.ÊEmmaÊWilliamsÊwillÊbeÊ
finishingÊherÊTeacherÊAideÊroleÊinÊRongo-mā-tāneÊasÊsheÊpreparesÊtoÊ
beginÊherÊstudiesÊinÊ2026.ÊWeÊthankÊEmmaÊforÊtheÊcareÊandÊsupportÊsheÊ
hasÊgivenÊourÊlearnersÊandÊwishÊherÊeveryÊsuccessÊinÊthisÊnextÊchapter. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DECEMBER 
15 		Leaver’s	Assembly		6-7:30pm 
17 		Last	Day	of	Term 
									Poroporoaki	at	11am 
									School	ϐinishes	at	12pm 
25			CHRISTMAS	DAY! 
 
JANUARY 
30				Whānau	Connect	Meetings 
 
FEBRUARY 
2 First	Day	of	Term	1 
6 Waitangi	Day—SCHOOL	CLOSED 
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RESILIENCE     Apatahi     “We Bounce Back” 

From The Principals -  Te Pū kāea a te Tumuaki cont... 
 

WeÊalsoÊfarewellÊWillieÊMous,ÊwhoÊhasÊsupportedÊandÊmovedÊintoÊaÊfull-timeÊteachingÊroleÊinÊAtaÊHapara.ÊWeÊareÊgratefulÊ
forÊWillie’sÊcommitmentÊandÊcontribution,ÊwishÊherÊallÊtheÊbestÊinÊtheÊfutureÊandÊhopeÊtoÊseeÊherÊaroundÊtheÊplaceÊinÊ
2026. 

WeÊwouldÊlikeÊtoÊtakeÊthisÊopportunityÊtoÊacknowledgeÊourÊamazingÊreleaseÊteam,ÊandÊourÊregularÊrelieversÊwhoÊhaveÊ
steppedÊintoÊanyÊstudioÊwheneverÊneededÊthroughoutÊtheÊyear:ÊWeÊareÊincrediblyÊfortunateÊtoÊhaveÊsuchÊaÊreliableÊandÊ
adaptableÊgroupÊofÊteachersÊwhoÊallÊknowÊourÊstudentsÊsoÊwell. 

ThankÊyouÊtoÊourÊnewÊBoardÊforÊtheÊworkÊtheyÊdoÊbehindÊtheÊscenes,ÊsupportingÊtheÊschoolÊandÊensuringÊallÊlegislativeÊ
andÊregulatoryÊrequirementsÊareÊmet.ÊThankÊyouÊalsoÊtoÊourÊPTA,ÊwhoÊtirelesslyÊbringÊtheÊfunÊintoÊFUNdraisingÊforÊallÊourÊ
schoolÊprojects,ÊweÊtrulyÊappreciateÊallÊtheÊtimeÊandÊeffortÊyouÊgive. 

AÊheartfeltÊthankÊyouÊtoÊallÊofÊourÊvolunteersÊwhoÊhaveÊsupportedÊusÊthroughoutÊtheÊyearÊinÊ
soÊmanyÊways.ÊFromÊhelpingÊwithÊtrips,Êcamps,ÊsportingÊevents,ÊandÊextraÊlearningÊinÊtheÊ
studios,ÊtoÊprovidingÊfinancialÊsupport;ÊmanyÊhandsÊtrulyÊmakeÊlightÊworkÊandÊhelpÊourÊ
schoolÊrunÊsmoothly.ÊYourÊcontributionÊisÊdeeplyÊappreciatedÊandÊneverÊgoesÊunnoticed. 

WeÊalsoÊwantÊtoÊacknowledgeÊourÊstaffÊforÊtheirÊenergy,Êcare,Êprofessionalism,ÊandÊunwa-
veringÊsupportÊofÊourÊschoolÊwhānau.ÊWeÊareÊaÊstrongÊteamÊwhoÊworkÊtogetherÊtoÊmakeÊ
RāwhitiÊSchoolÊaÊspecialÊplaceÊtoÊbe. 

Lastly,ÊweÊwishÊyouÊallÊaÊsafe,Êrelaxing,ÊandÊhappyÊholiday.ÊWeÊlookÊforwardÊtoÊwelcomingÊ
youÊbackÊinÊ2026. 

NgāÊmihi 
HelenÊandÊPaul 
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Cool Rise Team (CRT) Classroom ReleaseÊ 

TheÊCoolÊRiseÊTeamÊ(CRT),ÊcomprisingÊof:ÊElizabeth,ÊCaroline,ÊJude,ÊKathy,ÊSharonÊR,ÊMatt,ÊKimberly,ÊandÊ
Kim,ÊhasÊbeenÊbusyÊprovidingÊanÊexcitingÊarrayÊofÊteachingÊandÊlearningÊopportunitiesÊforÊourÊstudentsÊthisÊ
year!ÊTheÊCRT'sÊdiverseÊprogrammesÊaimÊtoÊengageÊallÊlearners,ÊrangingÊfromÊmovementÊandÊballÊskills,Êco-
operativeÊgames,ÊandÊbadminton.ÊStudentsÊhaveÊbeenÊexploringÊdigitalÊart,ÊmixedÊmedia,ÊandÊartist-basedÊ
activities,ÊwithÊjuniorÊstudentsÊengagingÊinÊTeÊReoÊMāoriÊandÊLiteracyÊlessonsÊthatÊreinforcedÊourÊRISEÊval-
ues.ÊSomeÊstudentsÊhaveÊusedÊaÊrangeÊofÊtechnologyÊandÊSTEMÊactivities,ÊincludingÊBeebots,ÊSpheroÊrobots,Ê
IndiÊSpheroÊrobots,ÊLegoÊEssentials,ÊdevelopedÊtheirÊCyberskills,ÊandÊexperiencedÊEPro8Êchallenges.  
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SUCCESS     Angitu    “We Achieve” 

Canterbury Athletics 

 

WednesdayÊNovemberÊ26thÊstartedÊveryÊearlyÊforÊsomeÊofÊourÊtopÊathletes,ÊneedingÊtoÊbeÊatÊschoolÊatÊ
7.30amÊtoÊheadÊtoÊNgāÊPunaÊWaiÊforÊtheÊCanterburyÊPrimaryÊAthletics.Ê20ÊRāwhitiÊstudentsÊbetweenÊYearÊ5-8Ê
qualifiedÊtoÊattendÊafterÊfantasticÊperformancesÊatÊourÊZonesÊcompetition.ÊThereÊwereÊaroundÊ1500Êpartici-
pants fromÊ196ÊschoolsÊatÊtheÊeventÊsoÊitÊwasÊanÊabsolutelyÊawesomeÊachievementÊforÊallÊinvolved.ÊAllÊthoseÊ
thatÊattendedÊdidÊreallyÊwellÊandÊshouldÊbeÊveryÊproudÊofÊthemselves.Ê 
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WelcomeÊtoÊtheÊPTAÊcorner,ÊhereÊwe’llÊpostÊanyÊpānuiÊ(notices)ÊandÊletÊyouÊknowÊhowÊyouÊcanÊjoin,ÊgetÊinÊ

touchÊorÊhelpÊout.  
 
         WhoÊsaysÊ“OhÊOhÊOh”…? 

 
ThankÊyouÊtoÊtheÊwholeÊRāwhitiÊSchoolÊcommunity!ÊYourÊsupportÊhasÊbeenÊamazingÊforÊthisÊyear’sÊChristmasÊ
raffle.ÊTheÊPTAÊareÊpleasedÊtoÊannounceÊthatÊweÊhaveÊbankedÊaÊwhoppingÊ$5330!! And counting withÊsalesÊ
throughÊtheÊoffice,ÊstillÊtoÊcome.ÊWe’dÊloveÊtoÊhearÊideasÊofÊhowÊourÊcommunityÊwouldÊlikeÊtoÊseeÊthisÊmoneyÊ
spent,ÊsoÊpleaseÊsendÊanyÊsuggestionsÊtoÊpta@rawhiti.school.nzÊorÊbetterÊyet,ÊcomeÊalongÊtoÊtheÊnextÊPTAÊ
meetingÊinÊTermÊ1Ê2026.   

 
         The winners were…. 
 
1st –ÊLouis HÊaÊ$250ÊMitre10ÊvoucherÊcourtesy 

of Home Foundation,ÊfoodÊhamperÊandÊaÊ
ChristmasÊham  

2nd – Hemi a $250ÊMitre10ÊvoucherÊcourtesy of 
Home Foundation,ÊfoodÊhamperÊandÊaÊ 

ChristmasÊcake 
+23ÊmoreÊfoodÊhamperÊandÊsponsorÊprizeÊ 

winners! 
 

CONGRATULATIONS! toÊallÊourÊraffleÊ 
winners. 

 
AÊshoutÊoutÊtoÊallÊourÊgenerousÊbusinessÊsponsors,ÊwhoÊhelpÊtoÊmakeÊthisÊraffleÊsuchÊaÊremarkableÊsuccess,Ê

weÊareÊsoÊgrateful.ÊThankÊyouÊfromÊtheÊPTAÊandÊRāwhitiÊSchoolÊcommunity. 
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WeÊalsoÊhadÊsomeÊstudentÊprizes,ÊsoÊaÊbigÊcongratulationsÊtoÊLucas FÊ(Tangaroa)Êour top sellerÊwithÊover 400 
ticketsÊsold!ÊRuby Z (Tangaroa)ÊsecondÊplaceÊandÊ theÊColeman Family (TāneÊMahuta/Tāwhirimātea)Ê
ourÊthirdÊtopÊseller.ÊWellÊdone!ÊWhatÊanÊamazingÊeffort.ÊNoÊsurpriseÊthenÊthatÊtheÊtop selling studio was  
TANGAROA! WeÊhopeÊ youÊ enjoyÊ yourÊwellÊ earntÊ juicies.ÊOurÊ spotÊ prizesÊ (randomlyÊ drawnÊ fromÊallÊ
studentsÊwhoÊreturnedÊanyÊsoldÊ tickets)ÊwentÊ toÊAlakaiÊH,ÊGregsonÊO,ÊBrookeÊL,Ê IslaÊJ,ÊMichaÊW,ÊBodieÊF,Ê
ZoeÊW,ÊTildaÊM,ÊChrissyÊW,ÊAbigailÊH,ÊTobyÊTÊandÊJaiÊMÊ–ÊthankÊyouÊtoÊallÊourÊsellers!  

 

YouÊcanÊalsoÊsupportÊourÊsecondÊhandÊunformÊPTAÊfundraiserÊifÊyourÊchildÊisÊ 
movingÊ onÊ orÊ hadÊ aÊ growthÊ spurt,Ê byÊ eitherÊ donatingÊ unwantedÊ uniformÊ itemsÊ
(includingÊblackÊshorts,ÊpantsÊorÊskorts)Ê toÊtheÊofficeÊorÊpurchasingÊ(pricesÊfromÊ$5,Ê
supplyÊandÊconditionÊwillÊvary).   

 
 

 
TheÊPTAÊwouldÊlikeÊtoÊwishÊyouÊallÊaÊveryÊhappyÊChristmasÊandÊrelaxingÊsummer.KeepÊsafeÊandÊseeÊyouÊ

backÊinÊaboutÊ6Ê-7Êweeks!  
 

 
 
Any questions, suggestions or feedback for the PTA, we’d love to hear your whakaaro (thoughts)! So please email us at 
pta@rawhiti.school.nz. Our Executive Team members are Co-Chairs Brooke Frew and Bonne Becconsall, Treasurer Geoff Walker 
and Secretary Jess Brown. A copy of the PTA constitution and previous meeting minutes can be found at https://
www.rawhiti.school.nz/pta    

 
 
Summer Learning Journey 
 
IntroducingÊ'The Summer Learning Journey',ÊaÊfreeÊdigitalÊliteracyÊ
programmeÊforÊschoolÊstudents.ÊEachÊdayÊoverÊtheÊsummerÊ 
holidayÊtasksÊareÊpostedÊonÊtheÊSummerÊLearningÊJourneyÊblogÊ
thatÊtheÊchildrenÊcanÊcomplete.ÊTheÊactivitiesÊareÊfunÊandÊ 
engaging,ÊandÊshouldÊonlyÊtakeÊbetweenÊ10ÊminutesÊandÊhalfÊanÊ
hour.ÊTheyÊthenÊshareÊthisÊlearningÊonÊtheirÊblog.ÊThereÊwillÊbeÊ
trainedÊteachersÊwhoÊwillÊcommentÊonÊtheÊchildren'sÊblogsÊandÊ 
encourageÊthemÊalongÊtheÊway. 
 
RegistrationÊLinkÊ- SummerÊLearningÊJourneyÊblog 
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Year 8 Leaver’s Dinner 

CongratulaƟons to our Year 8’s on a successful year. Here are a few snaps from the Leaver’s Dinner last Thursday night. 
 

 

 


