
NewsleƩer #17 - Te Pānui o te kura o RāwhiƟ:  Thursday 4th December 2025 
E ara ake ana i te ūruhi 

Rising Above The Ordinary 

From The Principals -  Te Pū kāea a te Tumuaki 
 
KiaÊoraÊkoutouÊeÊteÊwhānau, 
 
SinceÊtheÊlastÊnewsletterÊweÊhaveÊenjoyedÊtheÊTeÊAraÊTūhuraÊCulturalÊ
FestivalÊatÊStÊFrancisÊofÊAssisiÊandÊtheÊTūhonoÊCompetitions.ÊYouÊcanÊreadÊ
aboutÊbothÊofÊtheseÊfantasticÊcelebrationsÊlaterÊinÊtheÊnewsletter.  

OnÊMonday,ÊweÊfarewelledÊourÊYearÊ8’sÊwhoÊareÊoffÊtoÊDunedinÊforÊtheÊ
week.ÊItÊisÊalwaysÊanÊexcitingÊeventÊandÊtheÊfeedbackÊfromÊlastÊyearsÊtripÊ
fromÊstaff,ÊstudentsÊandÊhelpersÊwasÊpositiveÊandÊtheÊnewÊexperiencesÊwereÊ
aÊhugeÊsuccess.ÊWeÊlookÊforwardÊtoÊhearingÊallÊaboutÊitÊandÊweÊwillÊputÊ
someÊfeedbackÊfromÊtheirÊadventureÊinÊtheÊnextÊschoolÊnewsletter. 

Safety First! 

ThankÊyouÊtoÊeveryoneÊwhoÊhasÊtakenÊtoÊwalkingÊtheirÊbikeÊwithinÊtheÊschoolÊ
grounds.ÊItÊhasÊmadeÊaÊbigÊdifferenceÊtoÊtheÊsafetyÊofÊallÊourÊstudents.ÊWeÊ
areÊawaitingÊtheÊarrivalÊandÊinstallationÊofÊsomeÊpermanentÊsignsÊtoÊhelpÊusÊ
rememberÊthatÊmessageÊ-ÊsafetyÊfirst! 

Staffing 2026 News 

WeÊwishÊtoÊextendÊourÊcongratulationsÊtoÊEugeneÊBecconsallÊwhoÊhasÊbeenÊ
offeredÊandÊhasÊacceptedÊtheÊroleÊofÊManaiakalaniÊEducationÊProgrammeÊ
FacilitatorÊforÊtheÊTeÊAraÊTūhuraÊclusterÊofÊschoolsÊinÊEastÊChristchurchÊforÊ
2026.ÊThisÊisÊaÊfantasticÊopportunityÊforÊEugeneÊandÊweÊknowÊtheÊwholeÊ
clusterÊwillÊbenefitÊfromÊhisÊexpertiseÊinÊthisÊarea.ÊHeÊwillÊbeÊsupportingÊtheÊ
staffÊacrossÊtheÊcluster,ÊincludingÊus,ÊinÊtheÊ‘Learn,ÊCreate,ÊShare’ÊapproachÊ
toÊteachingÊandÊlearning,ÊasÊwellÊasÊworkingÊ1:1ÊwithÊsomeÊofÊourÊnewÊstaffÊ
overÊtheÊyear.ÊLuckilyÊweÊwillÊstillÊgetÊtoÊseeÊhimÊaroundÊtheÊplace. 

Welcome to new staff 

AÊwarmÊwelcomeÊtoÊLizÊRobinsonÊandÊMarissaÊLightfootÊwhoÊbothÊstepÊintoÊ
fixedÊtermÊteachingÊrolesÊinÊTāwhirimatea;ÊLizÊisÊaÊrecentÊgraduateÊofÊtheÊ
UniversityÊofÊCanterburyÊandÊMarissaÊisÊjoiningÊusÊafterÊteachingÊatÊWaiauÊ
School.ÊAnotherÊwarmÊwelcomeÊtoÊBeckyÊPriorÊandÊHarryÊTaylorÊwhoÊstepÊ
intoÊfixedÊtermÊteachingÊrolesÊinÊTāneÊMāhuta.ÊBeckyÊisÊaÊrecentÊgraduateÊ
fromÊLaidlawÊCollegeÊandÊHarryÊjoinsÊusÊafterÊtravellingÊtheÊworldÊteachingÊinÊ
NorthernÊIrelandÊandÊThailand.ÊWeÊareÊdelightedÊtoÊhaveÊyouÊallÊonÊourÊstaffÊ
forÊ2026. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DECEMBER 
1-5		Y8	Dunedin	Camp 
11 		Dinner/Y8	Formal 
12 		Rumbustiϐication	Day 
									(Festival	of	Celebration) 
15 		Showcase	Assembly	@	1:30pm 
16 		Leaver’s	Assembly		6-7:30pm 
17 		Last	Day	of	Term 
									School	ϐinishes	at	12pm 
 
JANUARY 
30				Whānau	Connect	Meetings 
 
FEBRUARY 
2 First	Day	of	Term	1 
6 Waitangi	Day—SCHOOL	CLOSED 
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RESILIENCE     Apatahi     “We Bounce Back” 

From The Principals -  Te Pū kāea a te Tumuaki cont... 
 
Farewells 
 
WeÊsadlyÊfarewellÊRachelÊBeamontÊwhoÊisÊcurrentlyÊinÊherÊninthÊyearÊteachingÊofÊatÊRāwhiti.ÊWeÊwantÊtoÊwarmlyÊthankÊ
herÊforÊherÊcontributionsÊtoÊtheÊschoolÊoverÊthisÊtimeÊandÊwishÊherÊallÊtheÊveryÊbestÊinÊherÊnewÊteachingÊroleÊatÊWharenuiÊ
School.ÊWeÊalsoÊfarewellÊEricaÊViedmaÊatÊtheÊendÊofÊthisÊyearÊandÊthankÊherÊforÊallÊherÊworkÊinÊTāwhirimatea.ÊEricaÊhasÊ
workedÊinÊaÊfixedÊtermÊteachingÊroleÊandÊhasÊacceptedÊaÊteachingÊpositionÊatÊWigramÊPrimaryÊSchoolÊ-ÊTeÊPikiÊKahu.ÊWeÊ
willÊacknowledgeÊallÊstaffÊleavingÊatÊourÊfinalÊassemblyÊonÊTuesdayÊ16thÊDecember,Ê6pm. 
 
2026 Teaching Teams  
 
WeÊareÊpleasedÊtoÊshareÊwithÊyouÊourÊstaffingÊforÊ2026.ÊThereÊareÊaÊcoupleÊofÊchangesÊofÊstaffingÊacrossÊourÊkāinga.ÊWeÊ
haveÊaimedÊforÊconsistencyÊacrossÊtheÊschoolÊasÊmuchÊasÊpossible. 
 
TheÊteachingÊteamsÊforÊ2026ÊhaveÊnowÊbeenÊfinalised:   
 
Tangaroa: YearÊ7-8ÊSharon Thompson (Team Leader), AndrewÊRedmond,ÊTaleiÊCordes,ÊNicoleÊJohnstonÊ(Mon-Thurs),Ê
andÊMattÊBarnesÊ(Fridays)   
Tāwhirimātea: YearÊ4-6ÊUrmi Shah (Team Leader), LizÊRobinson,ÊMarissaÊLightfoot. 
Tāne Mahuta: YearÊ4-6ÊLou Nu’uali’itia (Team Leader), FiÊGlasgow,ÊHarryÊTaylor,ÊandÊBeckyÊPrior 
Haumia-tiketike - YearÊ1-8ÊJasmine Stirling (Team Leader), TravisÊCooper,ÊEmmaÊBurgess,ÊandÊKohaÊMason   
Papatūānuku -ÊYearÊ1-3ÊHelen Hogarth (Team leader of the Junior School),ÊLisaÊHandleyÊandÊKateÊPowell   
Rongo-mā-tāne -ÊYearÊ1-3ÊLouiseÊWynn,ÊAmyÊHurst,ÊandÊNigelÊStewart 
Aotahi NE-YrÊ1ÊAislingÊCronin 
 
OurÊreleaseÊteachingÊteamÊwillÊbeÊmadeÊupÊofÊElizabeth Kazmierczak (Team Leader), CarolineÊBriggs,ÊSharonÊ 
Roberston,ÊKathyÊLumley,ÊMattÊBarnes,ÊIslayÊHarleyÊandÊKimberlyÊSavage. 
 
End of Year Events  
 
ThingsÊonlyÊgetÊbusierÊfromÊhereÊonÊinÊandÊweÊknowÊthatÊtheÊnextÊ2ÊweeksÊwillÊflyÊby.ÊPleaseÊnoteÊsomeÊofÊtheÊkeyÊdatesÊ
inÊourÊMarkÊYourÊCalendarÊsectionÊandÊaddÊthemÊtoÊyourÊ(alreadyÊbusy)Êdiary.   
 
DecÊ11thÊYearÊ8ÊDinner  
DecÊ12thÊRāwhitiÊFestivalÊofÊCelebrationÊ(AKAÊRumbustification)ÊDay   
DecÊ15thÊShowcaseÊAssemblyÊ1:30Êpm   
DecÊ16thÊLeaversÊAssemblyÊ6Êpm   
DecÊ17thÊPoroporoakiÊinÊeachÊLearningÊStudioÊ11Êam   
DecÊ17thÊSchoolÊFinishesÊforÊtheÊYearÊ12Êpm 
 
The Rāwhiti ‘Festival of Celebration - a.k.a Rumbustification isÊtakingÊplaceÊonÊFridayÊDecemberÊ12th.ÊThisÊisÊ
ourÊannualÊwholeÊschoolÊfun-dayÊeventÊtoÊhelpÊourÊchildrenÊcelebrateÊtheÊendÊofÊtheÊschoolÊyear.ÊAllÊtheÊfunÊtakesÊplaceÊ
hereÊatÊschool.ÊChildrenÊheadÊtoÊtheirÊLearningÊStudioÊasÊusualÊinÊtheÊmorningÊandÊforÊtheÊfirstÊtimeÊinÊit’sÊhistoryÊitÊisÊaÊ
non-schoolÊuniformÊday.ÊTheyÊareÊtoÊbring:Êsunblock,ÊmorningÊtea,Êlunch,ÊandÊaÊsunhat.ÊThereÊwillÊbeÊsomeÊwaterÊactivi-
tiesÊ-ÊslipÊandÊslideÊandÊwaterÊfightsÊandÊeachÊstudioÊwillÊgetÊaÊchanceÊtoÊspendÊsomeÊtimeÊinÊtheÊpoolÊsoÊtogsÊareÊaÊmustÊ
haveÊforÊthisÊday!ÊWeÊareÊlookingÊforwardÊtoÊaÊfun-filledÊday. 
 
PleaseÊbringÊyourÊchildrenÊtoÊtheÊLeavers Assembly on Tuesday Dec 16th at 6pm. ThisÊspecialÊassemblyÊisÊaÊwholeÊ
schoolÊeventÊwhereÊweÊrecogniseÊaÊrangeÊofÊachievements,ÊcelebrateÊourÊyear,ÊandÊfarewellÊourÊYearÊ8Êstudents.ÊIt’sÊaÊ
chanceÊforÊeveryoneÊatÊRāwhitiÊSchoolÊtoÊacknowledgeÊourÊseniorÊstudentsÊandÊwrapÊupÊtheÊyearÊinÊaÊcollaborativeÊway.Ê
TheÊusualÊrunningÊtimeÊisÊ1Êhour. 
 
OurÊfinalÊnewsletterÊforÊtheÊYearÊwillÊbeÊpublishedÊonÊMonday,ÊDecemberÊ15th. 
 
NgāÊmihi  
HelenÊandÊPaul 
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Tuhono Kapa Haka Competition & Celebration 
 
LastÊweekend,ÊourÊcompetingÊRāwhitiÊkapaÊhakaÊrōpūÊperformedÊwithÊexcellenceÊatÊtheÊChristchurchÊTownÊHall.Ê
ThisÊrōpūÊhasÊbeenÊworkingÊtirelessly,ÊpractisingÊeveryÊweekÊforÊtheÊlastÊcoupleÊofÊterms.ÊTheyÊhadÊtoÊlearnÊthreeÊ
performanceÊpieces,ÊincludingÊactionsÊandÊtransitions.  
 
TheÊperformanceÊitemsÊincludedÊaÊwaiataÊtira,ÊaÊchoralÊsongÊcalledÊTēnāÊRāÊKoutou.ÊItÊwasÊaboutÊwelcomingÊeve-
ryoneÊtoÊtheÊperformance.ÊNextÊwasÊtheÊwaiata-a-ringa,ÊanÊactionÊsong.ÊThisÊwaiataÊtellsÊtheÊwhakapapaÊofÊourÊ
manaÊwhenuaÊhereÊinÊŌtautahiÊandÊtheÊstoryÊofÊhowÊourÊschoolÊcameÊtoÊbe.ÊOurÊhakaÊalsoÊacknowledgesÊthisÊhis-
toryÊandÊhowÊtheÊthreeÊkuraÊcameÊtoÊbeÊfollowingÊtheÊearthquakes. 
 
OurÊrōpūÊwereÊamazingÊonÊtheÊdayÊandÊsuccessfullyÊwonÊaÊnumberÊofÊawards,ÊincludingÊthirdÊplaceÊinÊtheÊ 
haka.ÊAÊspecialÊmentionÊgoesÊoutÊtoÊTKÊMeadÊfromÊAtaÊHāpara,ÊwhoÊwonÊfirstÊplaceÊasÊkaitātakiÊtāne,ÊtheÊtopÊmaleÊ
leader.ÊAnotherÊspecialÊmentionÊgoesÊoutÊtoÊIhaiaÊSmithÊWillaimsÊfromÊTangaroaÊwhoÊwonÊtheÊawardÊforÊtopÊstu-
dentÊguitarist.ÊTheÊgroupÊlookedÊabsolutelyÊstunning,ÊandÊweÊalsoÊtookÊawayÊtheÊawardÊforÊtheÊbest-dressedÊrōpū.Ê
AÊspecialÊacknowledgement,ÊmihiÊandÊthankÊyouÊmustÊbeÊmadeÊtoÊSamÊScrivensÊandÊChristyÊCollÊwhoÊcreatedÊandÊ
giftedÊaÊnumberÊofÊheadpieces,Êhuruhuru,ÊandÊhandmadeÊpakiÊtoÊourÊrōpūÊandÊtauÊ8ÊtoÊwear.ÊThisÊcertainlyÊcontrib-
utedÊtoÊwinningÊbestÊdressed. 
 
FinallyÊaÊspecialÊmihiÊtoÊourÊtutor,ÊMatuaÊTravisÊforÊtheÊwaiataÊandÊhakaÊheÊwrote,ÊandÊtoÊWhaeaÊMezzaÊandÊ
WhaeaÊEmmaÊforÊtheirÊtautokoÊandÊsupportÊinÊhelpingÊtheÊgroupÊimproveÊtheirÊperformanceÊability.  
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Te Ara Tuhura Cultural Festival 

 

OnÊThursdayÊ27thÊofÊNovember,ÊtheÊPasifikaÊandÊtheÊkapaÊhakaÊ
groupsÊfromÊRawhitiÊschoolÊperformedÊatÊtheÊTeÊAraÊTuhuraÊCulturalÊ
Festival.ÊWeÊshowedÊallÊourÊskillsÊwithÊprideÊandÊjoy.ÊTheÊdanceÊthatÊ
weÊperformedÊwasÊaÊsivaÊandÊtheÊkapaÊhakaÊgroupÊperformedÊfourÊ
waiataÊdirectlyÊafterÊus.ÊThereÊwereÊoverÊ100ÊpeopleÊatÊStÊFrancisÊofÊ
AssisiÊwatchingÊandÊenjoyingÊtheÊwarmÊweather.ÊWeÊwereÊexcitedÊtoÊ
showÊwhatÊweÊhadÊbeenÊworkingÊonÊforÊtheÊlastÊfewÊweeks.  
 
By:ÊMahalia,ÊBrookeÊandÊMaddie  

Unlock the Magic of a Book-Filled Holiday!  
 
TheÊholidaysÊareÊalmostÊhere—makeÊsureÊyourÊchild'sÊbreakÊ
isÊpackedÊwithÊmoreÊthanÊjustÊtinselÊandÊtreats!ÊGiveÊthemÊtheÊ
joyÊof discoveringÊaÊnewÊworld onÊeveryÊpage! 
JoinÊusÊon Tuesday, December 16th forÊourÊspecial Holiday 
Borrowing Day! 
OurÊWhareÊMataurangaÊ–ÊRāwhitiÊSchoolÊLibraryÊisÊopenÊ
from 8:30 AM to 3:30 PM: 
PopÊinÊbeforeÊschoolÊstartsÊandÊgrabÊaÊselectionÊofÊbooksÊorÊ 
visitÊafterÊschool. 
 
Don'tÊmissÊthisÊone-dayÊopportunityÊtoÊensureÊaÊbook-tasticÊ 
holiday! 
RememberÊstudentsÊcanÊaccessÊourÊWheelersÊePlatformÊ 
filledÊwithÊeBooksÊandÊAudiobooks! Ê 
VisitÊ-Êhttps://rawhitischool.wheelers.co/browse  
 
IfÊyouÊdon’tÊknowÊyourÊchild’sÊloginÊemailÊ 
library@rawhiti.school.nz 
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EMPATHY    Manaakitanga     “We Care” 

 
Mānuka Stories we Reached our Goal! 

 
 

AÊmassive wellÊdone toÊeveryoneÊwhoÊfilledÊinÊblossomsÊtoÊcontributeÊtoÊthe MānukaÊStoriesÊtree! 
WeÊsetÊaÊgoalÊtoÊReadÊtoÊ5ÊKÊandÊwithÊthreeÊdaysÊtoÊgoÊweÊdidÊit! 

WhatÊa greatÊteamÊeffort! 
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RESILIENCE     Apatahi     “We Bounce Back” 

 

 
WelcomeÊtoÊtheÊPTAÊcorner,ÊhereÊwe’llÊpostÊanyÊpānuiÊ(notices)ÊandÊletÊyouÊknowÊhowÊyouÊcanÊjoin,ÊgetÊinÊtouchÊorÊhelpÊ

out.  
 

NauÊmaiÊhaereÊmai,ÊwelcomeÊtoÊanyÊnewÊmembers.ÊOurÊnextÊPTAÊhuiÊwillÊnowÊbeÊinÊ2026!ÊSo,ÊwatchÊthisÊspace… 
 

               WhatÊisÊtheÊbestÊChristmasÊgiftÊyouÊcanÊgiveÊsomeone…? 
 
 
TheÊPTAÊChristmasÊRaffleÊisÊinÊfullÊswing.ÊWeÊhaveÊhadÊaÊfantasticÊresponseÊsoÊfar!ÊSo,ÊaÊ
hugeÊthankÊyouÊtoÊthoseÊwhoÊhaveÊalreadyÊreturnedÊtheirÊcompletedÊticketÊsheet,ÊandÊanÊ
extraÊthanksÊtoÊthoseÊwhoÊhaveÊsoldÊevenÊmore!!  
 
FromÊtheÊdonationsÊcollectedÊonÊtheÊnon-uniformÊdayÊandÊsomeÊgenerousÊsponsorsÊweÊ
haveÊbeenÊableÊtoÊputÊtogetherÊ25ÊhampersÊtoÊbeÊraffledÊthisÊyear.ÊUpÊforÊgrabsÊwithÊ1st 
prize is a $250 Mitre10 voucher, food hamper and a Christmas ham! & 2nd prize $250 
Mitre10 voucher, hamper and a Christmas cake!  So,ÊkeepÊcalmÊandÊkeepÊsellingÊasÊ
thereÊstillÊanotherÊ23ÊhampersÊandÊotherÊsponsorÊprizesÊtoÊbeÊwon.ÊAÊhugeÊthanksÊtoÊ
RāwhitiÊwhānauÊandÊtheÊwiderÊcommunityÊforÊyourÊsupport,ÊthisÊwouldn’tÊbeÊpossibleÊwith-
outÊyou.  
 
ThereÊwillÊbeÊaÊrewardÊforÊtheÊtopÊsellingÊstudio,ÊalongÊwithÊtopÊsellerÊandÊspotÊprizes.ÊCompletedÊticketÊsheetsÊcanÊbeÊ
returnedÊtoÊtheÊofficeÊorÊotherwiseÊaÊPTAÊrepresentativeÊwillÊbeÊatÊtheÊgateÊeachÊmorningÊfromÊThursdayÊ27thÊNovemberÊ
toÊFridayÊ5thÊDecember.ÊEXTRA ticket sheets canÊbeÊcollectedÊfromÊeitherÊtheÊteamÊatÊtheÊgateÊorÊtheÊoffice.ÊAll sold 
raffle tickets to be returned by 3pm Wednesday 10th December, theÊraffleÊwillÊbeÊdrawnÊatÊ7pmÊthatÊevening.Ê
WinnersÊwillÊbeÊcontactedÊbyÊphoneÊandÊresultsÊwillÊalsoÊbeÊannouncedÊhereÊ–ÊgoodÊluck!  
 
AnyÊquestions,ÊsuggestionsÊorÊfeedbackÊforÊtheÊPTA,Êwe’dÊloveÊtoÊhearÊyourÊwhakaaroÊ(thoughts)!ÊSoÊpleaseÊemailÊusÊatÊ
pta@rawhiti.school.nz.ÊOurÊExecutiveÊTeamÊmembersÊareÊCo-ChairsÊBrookeÊFrewÊandÊBonneÊBecconsall,ÊTreasurerÊ
GeoffÊWalkerÊandÊSecretaryÊJessÊBrown.ÊAÊcopyÊofÊtheÊPTAÊconstitutionÊandÊpreviousÊmeetingÊminutesÊcanÊbeÊfoundÊatÊ
https://www.rawhiti.school.nz/pta 

 
 

 

Congratulations! 

WeÊsendÊheartÊfeltÊcongratulationsÊtoÊMiriamÊR,ÊaÊpast-pupil,ÊwhoÊwasÊ 
announcedÊasÊHeadÊGirlÊforÊ2026ÊatÊAvonsideÊGirlsÊ.HighÊSchoolÊatÊseniorÊ 
prizeÊgivingÊonÊTuesdayÊnight. 
 
BestÊwishesÊtoÊherÊasÊsheÊmovesÊintoÊthisÊroleÊforÊnextÊyear. 
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Surveys 
 
ThankÊyouÊtoÊallÊthoseÊwhoÊfilledÊoutÊsurvey’sÊoverÊtheÊyear.ÊYourÊfeedbackÊisÊimportantÊtoÊusÊandÊhelpsÊusÊtailorÊteach-
ingÊandÊlearningÊprogrammes,ÊbehaviourÊstrategiesÊandÊinformÊusÊonÊlittleÊthingsÊthatÊcanÊmakeÊaÊbigÊdifference.ÊEvenÊaÊ
chatÊatÊtheÊgateÊisÊhelpfulÊandÊinformative.  
InÊthisÊnewsletterÊweÊhaveÊincludedÊtheÊresultsÊfromÊtheÊManaiakalaniÊSurveyÊwhichÊhelpÊinformÊourÊreadingÊprogrammeÊ
targetsÊforÊnextÊyear. 
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