
Newsletter #1 - Te Pānui o te kura o Rāwhiti:  Thursday 12th February 2026 
E ara ake ana i te ūruhi 

Rising Above The Ordinary 

Te Pū kāea a te Tumuaki—From The Principal  

 
Kia ora koutou! 

What a wonderful start to the year it has been. It has been such a joy 
to see our school filled with smiling faces, busy classrooms, and the 
energy that comes with a new beginning. There’s something very 
special about this time of year as routines settle in and friendships 
reconnect. 
 
My heart was truly filled on the first day of kura with the very warm 
pōwhiri I received, alongside our new tamariki and staff. What a 
wonderful way to begin our school year together as one big whānau. 
Over the past week, I have genuinely appreciated the opportunity to 
meet so many of you at the gate and around the school. Thank you for 
the warm welcome, the friendly conversations, and the sense of 
community you’ve already shared with me. Strong partnerships 
between home and kura matter deeply to me, and I am really looking 
forward to getting to know our whānau and tamariki even more as the 
term unfolds. 
 
As this is the first newsletter of the year, we’ve included a few updates 
to help us all get off to a great start. Our newsletter comes out 
fortnightly, and your child’s studio will also send weekly updates so you 
can stay connected with learning, upcoming events, and all the 
exciting things happening at kura. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
FEBRUARY 
18—School Picnic, 5pm 
23—Board hui, 6pm 
27—Assembly, 9:15am 
27—School swimming sports 
MARCH 
17—Zone swimming 
20—PTA Colour Fun Run, 2pm 
26— Yr 5/6 Canterbury swimming 
26—Junior School disco, 2pm 
26—Middle School disco, 4pm 
27—Yr 7/8 Canterbury swimming 
APRIL 
2—Final day for Term 1 
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RESILIENCE     Apatahi     “We Bounce Back” 

Te Pū kāea a te Tumuaki—From The Principals cont... 
 
 
If you didn’t already know, we also have a list of frequently asked questions on our school website titled “A–Z Rāwhiti 
FAQs.” It’s a helpful page with useful information about many aspects of school life, so I encourage you to take a 
look if you have any questions.     

We’re really looking forward to seeing you at our school-wide picnic on Wednesday 18 February at 5.00pm on the 
front lawn. Please bring your own kai, along with a picnic blanket or chairs (or simply enjoy sitting on the grass). It 
will be a lovely chance to come together as one big whānau and celebrate the start of the year. Mr Whippy will also 
be joining us, so feel free to purchase a sweet treat if you’d like.  

I’m excited for all that this term will bring and feel grateful to be part of such a special community. 

Ngā manaakitanga, 
Jody Hohaia O’Sullivan  

2026 Term Dates 
 
Term 1 
Monday 2nd February to Thursday 2nd April 
Term 2 
Monday 20 April to Friday 3 July 
Term 3 
Monday 20 July to Friday 25 September 
Term 4 
Monday 12 October to Wednesday 16 December 
 
Teacher Only Days  
Friday 28 August  
Thursday 12 November  
 
Public holidays:  
Waitangi Day Friday 6 February, Anzac Day – Saturday 25 April (Anzac Day observed on Monday 27 April) and 
King’s Birthday – Monday 1 June, Labour Day – Monday 26 October, Canterbury Anniversary (Show Day) Friday 13 
November! 

Arrival Time 
We love seeing our tamariki arrive ready for a great day! For everyone’s safety, please ensure your child enters the 
school grounds from 8:30am onwards, when teachers are on duty. Thank you for helping us start the day safely and 
smoothly. 
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Gate info for whānau  

 

A reminder that bikes may be ridden into and out of school up the western path. Otherwise bikes are to be 
walked within the school grounds. During the school day bikes are only to be ridden on the bike track. 
(helmets and shoes are compulsory). Wheels (Scooters, skateboards, rollerblades, wheely shoes) are to   
remain south of the bridges. If you are bringing wheels to kura, please make sure you also bring a lock as 
these are not to be stored in the classroom.  
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Break Times 
Block 1:  9:00 am – 10:30 am 
Morning play break:  10:30 am – 10:50 am 
Morning tea: 10:50am – 11.00 am 
Block 2:  11.00 am – 12:00 pm 
Lunch play break:  12:00 pm – 12:30pm 
Lunch eating: 12:30 pm – 12:45 pm 
Block 3:  12:45 pm – 1:45 pm 
Afternoon break: 1:45 pm – 2:00 pm 
Block 4:  2:00 pm – 3:00 pm 
 
2026 Learning Concept 
Our learning concept for 2026 is           
Tirohanga/Investigation. Investigation is all 
about looking deeply and carefully, being 
curious and inquiring. It is the action of  
investigating something or someone; a  
formal or systematic examination or      
research.  
We’re excited to see our tamariki engage 
in Tirohanga across their learning this year, and we encourage whānau to celebrate discoveries and  
conversations about what their children are investigating at kura.  
Rapua te mea ngaro, te kura huna. Seek that which is hidden. 
This term, we are focusing on the Health & Physical Education curriculum.  Some examples of what students 
will be investigating are ways to maintain their own health and wellbeing, how to keep safe online, body    
systems, how our bodies are like machines, how germs spread, and so much more! The Life Education van 
will also be at school from next week and all classes will be timetabled to these lessons. 
 
Road Patrol Training  
Our senior student road patrollers have now completed their 
training with Constable Jeff and you will see them operating 
our crossing at the end of each day. Thank you for your sup-
port and patience as they undertake this     important role to 
keep our students safe.  
Reminder: the red speed hump is not a crossing, and cars 
are not obliged to stop for pedestrians. 
 
Can you help? 
Do you have spare lavalava, pāreu or sarongs at home that 
you would be happy to donate? We want to build a set that 
can remain at school for our students to wear during their 
Pasifika group practices.  You are welcome to drop them off 
at the office or to Lou in Tāne Mahuta studio. Fa’afetai, Malo 
‘aupito, fakaaue lahi. 
 
Hero 
Hero App Our main means of communication is through the Hero App - newsletters, weekly updates from the 
learning studios, reminders, and learning & achievement posts, and emergency information. It is also how we 
send out school invoices for any payments that are due. You can also notify us via Hero if your child is going 
to be absent. If you know people who are missing out on information from Hero then please encourage them 
to pop into the office any day before or after school and Jenna can help get the app up and running on their 
smart phone. In the School Notices section of this newsletter you will find some helpful information on how to 
get started with Hero, and how to make sure you are signed up for the correct notifications.  
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Uniform Reminders  
 
It has been wonderful to see our students looking so smart and proud in their uniforms as we begin the year. 
Thank you for your support in helping maintain our high standards.  
 
To ensure consistency across the school, we would like to remind whānau of the following expectations:  
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Wearing the correct uniform helps our tamariki feel part of the Rāwhiti whānau. If a student arrives in non-
uniform items, the office can provide a loan item, such as a school shirt or black shorts, for the day. We     
appreciate your ongoing support in helping our tamariki represent our kura with pride.  

 

Road Patrol Training  
 
Our senior student road patrollers have now completed their training with Constable Jeff and you will see 
them operating our crossing at the end of each day. Thank you for your support and patience as they        
undertake this important role to keep our students safe.  
Reminder: the red speed hump is not a crossing, and cars are not obliged to stop for pedestrians. 
 
Do you need to update your contact info? 
 
It is very important that we have the correct contact information for parents, caregivers and emergency con-
tacts. If you have moved address, changed phone numbers or email address, or your emergency contacts 
are no longer able to come in an emergency please update these details with the office. In the event of an 
emergency school closure we are only able to release your child to a person listed in our database as an 
emergency contact. 
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Concerns, Complaints, and Communication 

In our experience, when parents have a concern that relates to their child at school - whether it’s  
pastoral, curriculum or staffing in nature –it can be most quickly resolved by talking first to the most            
appropriate person. Your starting point will usually be the classroom teacher. In this newsletter you will find a 
flowchart attached outlining who the most appropriate person will be. Problems are usually remedied easily; 
rumours are often ill founded; policies and practice are sometimes misunderstood;  
errors, shortcomings and wrongs should be corrected immediately. Please do not let a little concern  
become a major worry – we are always happy to listen and work with you to resolve an issue.  

 
Please remember that our teachers are also husbands, wives, parents and members of their community and 
they need time to undertake these roles as well. Our teachers are highly committed and they work very hard, 
but they also need to finish work at a reasonable time each day. If you email a staff member in the evening 
please do not expect an immediate response. We ask our teachers to check their emails at the end of the 
school day and when they arrive in the morning.  
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Do you need to update Your Contact Info? 
 
It is very important that we have the correct contact information for    
parents, caregivers and emergency contacts. If you have moved        
address, changed phone numbers or email address, or your emergency 
contacts are no longer able to come in an emergency please update 
these details with the office. In the event of an emergency school       
closure we are only able to release your child to a person listed in our 
database as an emergency contact. 

 


