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E ara ake ana i te ūruhi 

Rising Above The Ordinary 

TeÊPūÊkāeaÊaÊteÊTumuaki—FromÊTheÊPrincipalÊ 
 
KiaÊoraÊeÊteÊwhānau, 
 
WhatÊaÊfantasticÊstartÊtoÊtheÊyearÊitÊhasÊbeen!ÊTamarikiÊareÊfullÊofÊenergy,Ê
settlingÊintoÊtheirÊstudios,ÊbuildingÊstrongÊroutines,ÊandÊshowingÊourÊ
valuesÊinÊactionÊeveryÊday. 
WeÊareÊdelightedÊtoÊwelcomeÊtwoÊnewÊteacherÊaidesÊtoÊourÊteamÊthisÊ
week.ÊMatuaÊKoiauruterangiÊFraserÊ(Koia)ÊandÊWhaeaÊRubieÊCleine-
BeamanÊhaveÊjoinedÊus,ÊandÊweÊareÊthrilledÊtoÊhaveÊtheirÊsupportÊforÊourÊ
tamarikiÊandÊkura. 
AcrossÊtheÊkura,ÊtamarikiÊareÊengagingÊwithÊourÊ2026ÊlearningÊconcept,Ê
Tirohanga/Investigation.ÊTheyÊareÊexploringÊtheÊworldÊaroundÊthem,Ê
askingÊquestions,ÊthinkingÊdeeply,ÊandÊbringingÊcuriosityÊtoÊlifeÊinÊtheirÊ
studios. 

OverÊtheÊpastÊfewÊweeks,ÊtamarikiÊhaveÊenjoyedÊmanyÊrichÊlearningÊ
experiences.ÊLifeÊEducationÊhasÊhelpedÊthemÊseeÊhowÊchoicesÊtodayÊ
canÊinfluenceÊtheirÊfutureÊwellbeingÊandÊtheÊvisitÊfromÊHaroldÊtheÊgiraffeÊ
broughtÊsmilesÊallÊaround.ÊCycleÊSafetyÊsessionsÊareÊhelpingÊstudentsÊ
gainÊconfidenceÊandÊpracticalÊskillsÊtoÊstayÊsafeÊonÊtheÊroad. 
OurÊYearÊ7ÊandÊ8ÊstudentsÊreturnedÊfromÊanÊamazingÊcampÊatÊSpencerÊ
Park.ÊTheyÊwalkedÊfromÊschoolÊ(9kms!),ÊplannedÊandÊcookedÊtheirÊownÊ
meals,ÊexploredÊtheÊtaiao,ÊpitchedÊtheirÊownÊtents,ÊandÊtookÊpartÊinÊaÊ
wideÊrangeÊofÊactivitiesÊthatÊbuiltÊteamwork,Êindependence,ÊandÊ
resilience.ÊWeÊareÊincrediblyÊproudÊofÊhowÊtheyÊrepresentedÊthemselvesÊ
andÊourÊkura.ÊAÊbigÊthankÊyouÊtoÊallÊtheÊstaffÊandÊwonderfulÊparentsÊwhoÊ
madeÊthisÊhappen.  
 
LastÊnight,ÊourÊfirstÊTeamÊRāwhitiÊ(PTA)ÊhuiÊforÊtheÊyearÊhadÊaÊgreatÊ
turnout.ÊItÊwasÊwonderfulÊtoÊseeÊourÊcommunityÊcomingÊtogether.ÊThankÊ
youÊtoÊeveryoneÊwhoÊattendedÊandÊcontributed.  
 
AÊspecialÊcongratulationsÊtoÊtheÊ2026ÊmembersÊofÊTeÊReoÊoÊRāwhitiÊ
(TheÊVoiceÊofÊRāwhitiÊ-ÊStudentÊCouncil),ÊwhoÊwereÊelectedÊbyÊtheirÊ
studioÊpeersÊandÊteachers.ÊTheirÊfirstÊhuiÊwasÊfullÊofÊexcitingÊideasÊandÊ
plansÊforÊourÊschoolÊandÊcommunity.ÊWatchÊthisÊspace! 
 
AÊreminderÊthatÊourÊfirstÊschoolÊassemblyÊisÊtomorrowÊatÊ9.15am inÊtheÊ
schoolÊhall.ÊPapatūānukuÊwillÊleadÊtheÊassemblyÊwithÊsupportÊfromÊTeÊ
ReoÊoÊRāwhiti 
ThankÊyouÊtoÊourÊwhānauÊandÊcommunityÊforÊyourÊongoingÊsupportÊandÊ
partnership.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FEBRUARY 
27—Assembly,	9:15am 
MARCH 
6—Swimming	Sports 
		—	Junior	School	Razzle	Dazzle						
Riders	Afternoon 
17—Zone	swimming 
26—	Yr	5/6	Canterbury	swimming 
26—Junior	School	disco,	2pm 
26—Middle	School	disco,	4pm 
27—Yr	7/8	Canterbury	swimming 
										Assembly,	9:15am 
30—Board	Meeting,	6pm 
APRIL 
2—Final	day	for	Term	1 
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RESILIENCE     Apatahi     “We Bounce Back” 

 
Year 6 Cycle Safety  
 
InÊWeekÊ2,ÊourÊYearÊ6ÊstudentsÊtookÊpartÊinÊtheÊCCCÊCycleÊSafetyÊprogrammeÊdesignedÊtoÊbuildÊtheirÊ 
confidenceÊandÊskillsÊwhenÊridingÊonÊandÊaroundÊroads.ÊAcrossÊtwoÊdays,ÊtheyÊlearnedÊimportantÊsafetyÊrules,Ê
safeÊridingÊtechniques,ÊandÊhowÊtoÊmakeÊsmartÊdecisionsÊtoÊkeepÊthemselvesÊandÊothersÊsafeÊwhileÊcycling.Ê
ThisÊvaluableÊopportunityÊsupportsÊindependence,Êresponsibility,ÊandÊtheÊdevelopmentÊofÊlifelongÊroadÊsafetyÊ
skills.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PALs training 
 
Yesterday,ÊaÊgroupÊofÊkeenÊYearÊ5Ê&Ê6ÊstudentsÊspentÊtheÊmorningÊatÊParakioreÊwithÊSportÊCanterburyÊ 
trainingÊtoÊbeÊourÊschool'sÊPhysicalÊActivityÊLeadersÊ(PALs). ÊTheÊPALsÊprogrammeÊdevelopsÊstudent'sÊ 
abilitiesÊtoÊleadÊandÊpromoteÊphysicalÊactivityÊopportunitiesÊforÊtheirÊpeers.  
 
TheseÊstudents,ÊAtawhai,ÊGeorgia,ÊIda,ÊLeo,ÊLulu,ÊMason,ÊRosalie,ÊTilly,ÊZoe,ÊwithÊsupportÊfromÊAmy,ÊwillÊ
championÊtheÊbenefitsÊofÊplayÊandÊsportÊandÊrecreationalÊactivityÊwithinÊourÊkura,ÊrunningÊgamesÊandÊphysicalÊ
activitiesÊduringÊbreaksÊforÊourÊyoungerÊstudents. 
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INTEGRITY     Wairuatanga    “We Stand” 

Walk or Wheel to School Week 
 
FromÊnextÊweekÊ(MondayÊ2ÊMarch)ÊourÊschoolÊisÊparticipatingÊinÊWalkÊorÊWheelÊtoÊSchoolÊWeek,ÊaÊfunÊandÊ
action-packedÊweekÊthatÊpromotesÊwalkingÊandÊwheelingÊtoÊschool. ÊStudentsÊcanÊfillÊinÊtheÊpassportÊcardÊ
fromÊtheirÊteacherÊtoÊgoÊintoÊtheirÊstudioÊprizeÊdraw. 

- Move It MondayÊ-ÊBlastÊoffÊtheÊweekÊwithÊanÊactiveÊadventure!ÊWalk,Êwheel,Êskip,ÊorÊscootÊyourÊwayÊtoÊ
schoolÊandÊstartÊtheÊweekÊwithÊanÊactiveÊcommute.  

 
- Travel Together TuesdayÊ-ÊCelebrateÊbyÊwalkingÊandÊwheelingÊtoÊschoolÊwithÊfriendsÊandÊwhanau. 

 
- Wacky Wednesday  –ÊWearÊsomethingÊbright.ÊLookÊbright,ÊbeÊbright,ÊstayÊbright! 

 
- Thoughtful Thursday -ÊHelpÊtheÊplanet.ÊActiveÊtravelÊsupportsÊaÊhealthierÊenvironment.ÊWhatÊelseÊcanÊ
youÊdoÊtoÊhelp? 

 
- Funky Feet Friday -ÊIt’sÊtimeÊtoÊdressÊupÊthoseÊfeet.ÊDecorateÊyourÊshoes,ÊwearÊsomethingÊwild,ÊorÊstrutÊ
inÊyourÊsilliestÊsocks.ÊGlitter,Êfeathers,Êgumboots,ÊanythingÊgoes! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Can you help? 
 
OurÊschoolÊbikesÊneedÊaÊbitÊofÊaÊtune-upÊandÊsomeÊmaintenance. ÊAreÊyouÊhandyÊwithÊbikeÊrepairsÊandÊ 
assemblingÊbicycles? ÊWouldÊyouÊbeÊableÊtoÊhelpÊwithÊsomeÊregularÊupkeepÊofÊthisÊamazingÊresource? Ê 
We'dÊloveÊyourÊhelp! 
IfÊyouÊcanÊhelp,ÊpleaseÊgetÊinÊtouchÊ-Êhelen@rawhiti.school.nz. ÊWeÊcanÊbeÊflexibleÊwithÊtimesÊthatÊsuitÊ-ÊduringÊ
theÊday,ÊafterÊschoolÊorÊevenÊaÊweekend.  
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SUCCESS     Angitu    “We Achieve” 

Attendance 
 
TheÊNewÊZealandÊGovernmentÊhasÊmadeÊthisÊaÊpriority,ÊandÊweÊwholeheartedlyÊagree:ÊbeingÊatÊschoolÊcon-
sistentlyÊisÊkeyÊtoÊaÊchild'sÊsuccess.ÊWhenÊyourÊchildÊattendsÊschoolÊregularly,ÊtheyÊnotÊonlyÊkeepÊupÊwithÊtheirÊ
learningÊbutÊalsoÊbuildÊstrongÊfriendshipsÊandÊfeelÊaÊtrueÊsenseÊofÊbelonging.  
 
It'sÊalsoÊimportantÊforÊchildrenÊtoÊarriveÊatÊschoolÊbeforeÊtheÊ9ÊamÊbell.ÊThisÊgivesÊthemÊtimeÊtoÊconnectÊwithÊ
theirÊteacher,ÊunpackÊtheirÊbag,ÊgreetÊtheirÊfriends,ÊandÊgetÊreadyÊforÊaÊgreatÊdayÊofÊlearning. 
 
EvenÊmissingÊjustÊoneÊorÊtwoÊdays,ÊorÊarrivingÊlateÊregularly,ÊcanÊmakeÊitÊharderÊforÊchildrenÊtoÊkeepÊupÊwithÊ
friendships,ÊdailyÊroutines,ÊandÊschoolwork.ÊWhenÊtheyÊareÊhereÊregularlyÊandÊonÊtime,ÊtheirÊconfidenceÊ
grows,ÊtheyÊstayÊconnected,ÊandÊtheyÊfeelÊlikeÊtheyÊtrulyÊbelong.ÊWeÊunderstandÊthatÊsicknessÊhappens,ÊandÊ
sometimesÊchildrenÊneedÊtimeÊtoÊrecoverÊatÊhome.ÊButÊpleaseÊremember,ÊeveryÊdayÊtrulyÊcounts.ÊIfÊgettingÊtoÊ
schoolÊbecomesÊaÊchallenge,ÊweÊareÊalwaysÊhereÊtoÊhelp. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RāwhitiÊSchoolÊhasÊclearÊattendanceÊpolicies,ÊandÊweÊreportÊourÊattendanceÊdataÊregularlyÊtoÊtheÊMinistryÊofÊ
Education.  
 
Here'sÊaÊquickÊguideÊtoÊtheÊattendanceÊcategoriesÊweÊuse: 

-ÊRegularÊAttendance:ÊAttendingÊoverÊ90%ÊofÊtheÊtime,ÊwhichÊmeansÊmissingÊfewerÊthanÊ5ÊdaysÊinÊaÊterm. 
-ÊIrregularÊAbsence:ÊAttendingÊbetweenÊ80%ÊandÊ90%,ÊmeaningÊ5ÊtoÊ9ÊdaysÊabsentÊinÊaÊterm. 
-ÊModerateÊAbsence:ÊAttendingÊbetweenÊ70%ÊandÊ80%,ÊmeaningÊ10ÊtoÊ14ÊdaysÊabsentÊinÊaÊterm. 
-ÊChronicÊAbsence:ÊAttendingÊ70%ÊorÊless,ÊmeaningÊmoreÊthanÊ15ÊdaysÊabsentÊinÊaÊterm. 
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EMPATHY    Manaakitanga     “We Care” 

A Special Announcement: Helen Parata’s Next Chapter 

ItÊisÊwithÊmixedÊemotionsÊthatÊweÊshareÊthatÊHelenÊParataÊ
willÊbeÊleavingÊherÊroleÊasÊDeputyÊPrincipalÊatÊRāwhitiÊ
SchoolÊatÊtheÊendÊofÊTermÊ1.ÊHelenÊhasÊdedicatedÊ20ÊyearsÊ
toÊteaching,Êleading,ÊandÊservingÊatÊbothÊNorthÊNewÊ 
BrightonÊandÊRāwhitiÊSchools.ÊHerÊcommitmentÊtoÊourÊ
tamariki,Êstaff,ÊandÊcommunityÊhasÊbeenÊextraordinary,ÊandÊ
sheÊhasÊplayedÊaÊkeyÊroleÊinÊshapingÊtheÊkuraÊweÊknowÊ 
today,ÊincludingÊguidingÊNorthÊNewÊBrightonÊSchoolÊthroughÊ
theÊmergerÊthatÊcreatedÊRāwhitiÊSchool. 
HelenÊhasÊacceptedÊanÊamazingÊopportunityÊasÊtheÊ 
FoundingÊDeputyÊPrincipalÊofÊTeÊMātaitihi,ÊaÊbrand-newÊ
schoolÊtoÊbeÊbuiltÊinÊHalswell.ÊVeryÊfewÊpeopleÊhaveÊtheÊ
chanceÊtoÊhelpÊbuildÊaÊschoolÊfromÊscratch,ÊandÊweÊareÊsoÊ
proudÊthatÊHelenÊhasÊbeenÊchosenÊforÊthisÊremarkableÊrole,Ê
knowingÊsheÊisÊtheÊperfectÊpersonÊtoÊleadÊandÊshapeÊthisÊ
newÊkura. 
WeÊareÊdeeplyÊgratefulÊforÊeverythingÊHelenÊhasÊcontributedÊoverÊherÊ20ÊyearsÊofÊservice.ÊHerÊ 
dedication,Êcare,ÊandÊleadershipÊhaveÊleftÊaÊlastingÊimpact,ÊandÊsheÊwillÊbeÊgreatlyÊmissedÊbyÊallÊofÊ
us. WeÊlookÊforwardÊtoÊcelebratingÊHelenÊandÊherÊincredibleÊcontributionÊatÊtheÊendÊofÊthisÊtermÊandÊ
wishÊherÊeveryÊsuccessÊinÊherÊnewÊrole.ÊNōÊrātouÊteÊwhiwhi!  

 
2026 Te Reo o Rāwhiti - Elected Student Council 
 
Tangaroa: 
NikoÊP,ÊMataiÊC,ÊKeraÊK 
 
Tāwhirimātea: 
TikaiaÊT,ÊTillyÊT 
 
Tāne Mahuta: 
MateoÊK,ÊIzzyÊD 
 
Ata Hāpara: 
OliverÊR,ÊAtawhaiÊ 

C-S,ÊIrāiaÊO 
 
Papatūānuku: 
MilesÊA,ÊIvyÊH 
 

Rongo-mā-tāne 
OscarÊB,ÊKaioÊM 
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RESILIENCE     Apatahi     “We Bounce Back” 

 
 


